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Picture on the Wall 


Have you ever noticed the pictures on 
the walls in homes, dormitory rooms, and 
public places? They all reflect a purpose. 

For example, in a doctor’s waiting room 
you are likely to find color prints which 
suggest the peace and fragrance of the 
countryside. Allowing for differences in the 
tastes of medical men, you may expect to 
find pictures which tend to give an atmos- 
phere of quiet and confidence, light and 
warmth and cheer. Knowing how pictures 
influence people, they seek to create an at- 
mosphere conducive’ to the good of their 
patients. 

Advertising art increasingly relies upon 
pictures to tell its story and sell its wares. 
The influence of pictures may be both subtle 
and sometimes sinister, but there is always 
a power in them—whether for good or evil. 

They also reflect what people are thinking. 
The pictures on the waiting room wall re- 
flect the doctor’s taste and perhaps his in- 
terests. If he is a hunter, he will have scenes 
of dogs and hunters. If he is an addict of 


the angler’s art, fishing scenes will doubt- 
less abound. Pictures reflect the thoughts, 
attitudes, and ideals of their choosers. 

The boy in our cover photo has chosen 
George Washington, “the father of his coun- 
try,” as one of his heroes. Washington’s 
picture hangs on his wall. He may not be 
looking at it, but its silent influence in his 
life will tell. So must we furnish the walls 
of our minds with beautiful thoughts and 
ideals so that our lives may reflect their 
noble influence. 

Above all, we need to have the picture 
of Christ there. Perhaps even some modern 
artist's conception of Him may be hung on 
the wall of our rooms, whether at home or 
school, That picture should be placed in 
such a way as to be clearly visible when 
we sit at a desk to study. When we look 
up from the routine of study, we may be 
confronted with the visible radiant Pres- 
ence of the Lord Whom we have promised 
to love and to serve. In this way our lives 
will be helped to be more like His. 
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“No thrill comes to man that will rival this one.” 


No greater satisfaction can ever come into the life of 
an adult than becoming a parent. Children bring happi- 
ness and pleasure into the home and renew the parents’ 
joy of living. No thrill comes to man that will rival the 
one felt when, after “sweating it out,” so to speak, for 
several hours in some hospital waiting room, he is sud- 
denly informed that “It’s a boy,” or “It’s a girl.” 

Along with this satisfaction also come responsibilities, 
need for patience and understanding, as well as a revised 
pattern of living. Nothing changes a young married 
couple’s mode of life more than a child. No longer do the 
two of them exist solely for each other. No longer can 
each night be spent at parties, movies, or social functions. 
No longer can the budget be figured for two. Yet this 
great change is all for the better if properly prepared for. 
Suddenly the young couple see their love personified in 
the form of a youngster, a little lad, or lassie, who was 
conceived in holy wedlock; a little “guy” or “gal” whose 
life has been placed in their hands by a very generous 
heavenly Father. Yes, parenthood is the feature attraction 
of life, an event so important that much preparation must 
be made in advance in order to receive the full benefit of 
its blessing. 

For discussion’s sake, let’s divide the planning for 
parenthood into these three categories: 

1. Mental preparation. 
2. Physical planning. 
3. Spiritual readiness. 


Mental Preparation 
Much goes into what we shall term the mental planning 
for parenthood. Of course, there will be some overlapping 
with the other categories, but we shall try to keep that at 
a minimum. 
Anticipation and realization of parenthood deepen love 
and add to happiness. These parents have really united 
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to give birth to a child, a little helpless individual that 
they will be required to care for and guide in his early 
years. Have these prospective parents been prepared for 
this event mentally? 

When contemplating parenthood, one of the first ques- 
tions to ask is, “Are we ready for a baby?” A baby should 
be definitely desired before he makes his appearance in 
the world. Many couples need to mature more before they 
take on this added responsibility. It’s nearly always bet- 
ter for a young couple to wait about a year after their mar- 
riage before starting their family (there are proper ex- 
ceptions to this rule), for vital adjustments to each other 
have to be made by the newly-weds and often a baby 
entering the household too soon will disrupt relations be- 
tween the father and mother and put the home life in a 
turmoil. 

Another important factor in the mental preparation is 
that the parents definitely plan for the baby and not just 
let him be the result of an “accident.” Husband and wife 
should talk the whole matter over to determine whether 
both desire a child. A time is then planned on, and earnest 
cooperative efforts are expended to make the baby’s birth 
a reality. Of course, God and nature are going to have 
something to say about the time and place of the baby’s 
birth, but by definite planning, one of the greatest mental 
hurdles can be crossed. The wife may happily inform the 
prospective father, and they can begin getting things 
ready for the new arrival. Often times the mother-to-be 
dreads breaking the news to her mate, because his ob- 
jections and attitude will clearly indicate that he has not 
been prepared mentally for a child. 

A couple’s financial status has something to do with 
mental attitudes in planning for a baby. A job with some 
security and future should be within the husband’s grasp, 
for three people cannot live as cheaply as two. Much 
disturbance in families has often been brought on by 
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financial problems, so be prepared for the baby before you 
bring him into the world. The best method is to have a 
sum set aside to take care of doctor bills, hospital ex- 
penses, and early needs, so that this potential mental 
hazard will not be weighing upon the minds of those who 
are about to become parents. 

We hesitate to stress this very important point, for many 
couples who need children make the mistake of waiting 
until they have acquired a generous supply of this world’s 
goods before they take the step toward. parenthood. Some 
struggle is good, both for the parents and the offspring; it 
strengthens character, and makes for appreciation of life. 
But if ends just can’t be met by a couple, bringing a baby 
into the world is not going to make life easier for anyone. 
It seems to us that it’s a good idea, also, to let their in- 
come determine how many children a couple think they 
can support properly, and then make their plans ac- 
cordingly. 

Also in the mental category we would like to place what 
we call “desirable home life.” Often the outside world 
is cold and home is the only place where we can get our 
hearts warmed. Are you, as potential parents, prepared 
to make such a home for this new arrival? He’s goihg 
to need love, fellowship, and attention. The parents’ at- 
titudes toward each other, even before the baby arrives. 
go a long way in determining what they will be once 
Junior puts in his appearance. Kindness and Christian 
love toward each other form habits that will be carried 
over into the child’s life. Harsh words should be avoided. 
Undue criticism of each other should be suppressed. Un- 
derstanding and sympathy for the problems of the other 
should be a part of the personality of each of the mates. 
Both parents also need to understand in advance that 
another person is to be added to the family who will share 
their love, and that jealousy has no place in the picture. 
If a good wholesome homelife prevails before birth, it 
will surely carry over afterward and become a part of the 
child’s heritage. 

_An element in the home life that is often overlooked is 
the neighborhood in which one lives. Do you live among 
people with whom you would like to have your child as- 


The major responsibility for teach- 
ing in religion will be mother’s 
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aman must 


A boy will walk in his father’s shoes... 
be worthy of that following 


sociateP? Are they clean, decent neighbors, who will have 
children that will be a good influence upon your child? 
It’s almost an impossibility for a child to live in a neigh- 
borhood without mingling with the children of the neigh- 
bors. So high on your list of items in the scheme of plan- 
ning should be to start your child’s life in desirable sur- 
roundings. Of course, with the high rents and scarce 
apartments at the present time this can’t always be done 
as desired by the parents, but still this is an important 
element and something should be done about it. 

We shall mention only one other item in mental plan- 
ning, but an item to which some due consideration should 
be given, and that is the naming of the child. Much 
thought and discussion should be on the agenda of the 
prospective parents, for a good strong name is an out- 
standing factor in human development. So often we judge 
a person by his name, and every parent wants his son to 
be named properly. It’s best to avoid high-sounding, queer 
names and fad names. It’s always a good idea to have 
at least one of the child’s names to be a common, but 
strong name, for later on in life that child is going to have 
to sign it to all his papers and hear it called every time 
someone is referring to him. Christians find many good 
names in the New Testament and the Old Testament, 
and good old family names can always be relied upon. 


Physical Planning 
Bringing a child into the world today involves much 
more than it did even when we were born. New scientific 
methods, experiments, and experiences have altered the 
problems of childbirth and have removed many of the 
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hazards to both mother and child. On the other hand, 
these revised standards bring about a need for more prep- 
aration on the part of the parents. No longer is it advis- 
able that no thought be given to the child’s birth except to 
call in a midwife or doctor at the last minute. Now the 
first and most important step in planning for a baby is to 
choose a competent medical advisor, and then place the 
prospective mother under his care early in the stage of 
pregnancy. If a couple is unable to afford a specialist, 
some very good clinics have been established where this 
can be taken care of. One thing a couple planning parent- 
hood should realize, though, is that there is a certain 
amount to be spent and cutting corners’ on the expense 
here is not advisable. ; 

Under the care of a physician, a diet will be suggested 
for the mother, some helpful reading will be suggested and 
in many cases provided. Diet is a very important item. 
It is what a prospective mother eats and drinks during the 
months of pregnancy that go to make up the bones, tis- 
sues, and other body parts of her embryonic baby. Books 
offer excellent advice, particularly those written by spe- 
cialists, but while much valuable information can be ob- 
tained from them, much is still left to the parents’ com- 
mon sense. The experts haven’t all the answers yet. for 
they can deal-only in generalities. 

However, under the doctor’s care many questions that 
form big problems to the prospective parents can be 
answered and thus much anxiety will be prevented. Preg- 
nancy is a normal state, but one attended for most women 
by various discomforts which may be greatly diminished 
by proper care. Besides, there are certain laws of hygiene 
each prospective mother should observe, and under proper 
guidance she can become acquainted with them. Your 
doctor also must determine if pregnancy actually exists as 
well as the approximate date of expectancy. Vitamins and 
special medicines will be prescribed by him, so that when 
the baby is born he will enter the world with a strong, 
healthy little body. 

While discussing the subject of doctors, it should be 
mentioned that some arrangement need be made for a 
baby specialist to look after the child after his arrival. 
These three things need be thought about before a final 
selection is made: 

1. Has he been well trained in medicine? 

2. Has he had special training in the care of 

children? 

3. Has he had experience in the care of children? 

As for the actual preparation for the arrival of the baby, 
much is to be done. If possible, make arrangements to 
let him have a room of his own. Better sleeping habits 
result as well as a more orderly arrangement for his many 
different types of wearing apparel. This room, by the way, 
should be well ventilated and easily heated in winter, for 
the baby is often uncovered and a somewhat warmer room 
is needed for him than for his parents. If a private room 
is impractical, then the next best thing is a special corner 
of another of the rooms of the home. 

Next, something to sleep in is very important. Baby 
will love to sleep with his “mom” and “daddy,” but this 
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is dangerous as well as hard on the parents’ rest. A bas- 
sinet is extremely nice for a very small baby, with a special 
baby’s bed for him as he grows. A crib, clothes or market 
basket, a big box, or a bureau drawer will act as an ex- 
cellent substitute for a bassinet if necessary. Just pad one 
of the items good, and baby will rest as well in them as 
in the finest silk bassinet. After all, wasn’t the Christ 
Child happy in His manger on the straw? It was soft and 
warm and there was a friendly atmosphere about Him, 
and that and cleanliness is what matters most in the 
long run. : 

Next on the.list of things to get in advance is something 
to wash the little fellow in. Naturally, the best thing out 
now is a bathinet, but again substitutes can be made. A 
clean pan or wash basin can be made to do the trick, but 
it is extremely advisable to have something special for 
him, for this is to be an important part of his daily routine 
for quite some time. 

Sheets, blankets, waterproof sheeting, and pads should 
be obtained well in advance of the arrival of the little 
tyke, along with some sort of container for all the child’s 
various clothes and equipment (preferably a chest of 
drawers). A supply of three or four dozen diapers should 
be laid in, with some little shirts, sweaters, nightgowns, 
and sacks (all plenty big, for soon the baby will grow out 
of them). About nine bottles, complete with accessories, 
on hand when the baby arrives save a last minute run to 
the drug store when your mind is already in somewhat of 
a turmoil. 

Other items needed include: a vessel to sterilize the 
equipment in; a strainer; a bottle brush; a bath ther- 
mometer (this is not essential for soon you can tell by 
feeling, if the water is just right or not); absorbent cot- 
ton; baby oil; powder; soap; a diaper pail; scales (a 
weekly weighing of the baby is important to see how he 
is progressing); a carriage of some kind; safety pins; boric 
acid; wash cloths; surgical gauze; and bath towels. Of 
course, many of these items may be obtained at “showers,” 
but all of them should be part of the list to be fulfilled. 
The physician’s advice, as well.as the books you read, 
will tell you how to make substitutes, and what quantities 
of each to purchase. 


. Spiritual Readiness 

Bringing a little helpless child into the world is in itself 
quite some miracle when you come to think of it, and 
one of the initial things to realize is that you can not care 
for the child alone. The help of Someone greater, the 
Someone who has willed that you may have this young 
son or daughter will also care for him. Therefore, in pre- 
paring for a baby one should always discuss in prayer all 
his problems with the Heavenly Father, Pray for ability 
to bring a healthy child into the world, guidance to direct 
his footsteps in paths that Christ has taught us to fol- 
low, courage and patience to stand the trials and tribula- 
tions that will face you in the rearing of this child, and 
knowledge of how to direct your child to the happiness 
that you desire for him. 

(Continued on Page 25) 
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® We have just completed our first (of three) Regional 
Conference for Synodical Luther League Leaders. This 
conference was in the mid-west region. It was held at 
the Chicago Lutheran Theological Seminary, January 14 
and 15. There were representatives from eight of the 
eleven Synods included in our plans. The president of 
each of two of the Synods honored us with their presence 
and counsel. All the other synod presidents wrote that 
previous appointments prevented their coming. There 
were six synodical Luther League presidents, four adult 
advisors, a publicity secretary of one of the synodical 
Leagues, and three officers of the Chicago District Luther 
League who came to meet with President Logan and 
Secretaries Ducker and Frease. In addition to the good 
fellowship; it is the opinion of all those present that much 
good was accomplished in this two-day conference. The 
second of these meetings will be held at Columbia, S. C., 
February 4 and 5, for the southeastern region. : 


@ Prior to the conference of our own leaders, the secre- 
taries and President Logan met with officers and secre- 
taries of all the major Lutheran bodies in America. This 
All-Lutheran Youth Leaders Council has now had its 
fourth annual session. All have been held in the Chicago 
area. These youth leaders exchange plans and programs 
which have been sponsored throughout the past year and 
which are now projected for the future. Altogether one 
gets the impression that there is a great deal of construc- 
tive work being done for Lutheran youth and their friends. 
The following statement of purpose was adopted for 
future meetings of this group: 
“Believing that meetings of the Council should be 
continued because of the benefits gained, we hereby 
adopt the following statement of purpose: 


1. To counsel together on modern-day youth prob- 
lems, youth attitudes, and youth environment. 

2. To exchange leadership ideas and practises on 
youth programs and youth work. 

3. To discover ways of assisting our Lutheran youth 
to meet effectively through their own youth pro- 
grams the challenge of the day in which they 
live. 

4. To study the feasibility and possibility of joint 
endeavor in such fields as publications, visual 
aids, and related subjects. 

5. To enjoy Christian fellowship and promote mu- 
tual esteem, trust, and respect for each other’s 

“work. 
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6. To counsel together on how proposed closer af- 
filiations of Lutheran general bodies in America 
may be furthered through co-ordinated, carefully 
planned youth programs for Lutheran youth in 
America.” 

The next meeting of this group is set for January, 

1950. All will report marvelous experiences at that time, 
for every group is holding a national convention this year. 


@ A new record was established in 1948 by the members 
of the Luther League. This record is in the support 
given to the new Apportionment Plan of our- financial 
program. The treasurer's records show that the Apportion- 
ment contributions totaled $17,580 in 1948. We are in- 
deed grateful for this generous support. 


The 1948 Apportionment Honor Roll 


California *Michigan 

Central Pennsylvania Midwest 
Columbia District Mississippi 
Connecticut Nebraska 

Florida “New Jersey 
*Georgia-Alabama North Carolina 
Illinois Nova Scotia 
Indiana Ohio 

Iowa Pacific Northwest 
Kansas South Carolina 


Kentucky-Tennessee Virginia 
West Virginia 
* Paid in excess of quota assigned. 
The first contributions for 1949 Apportionment have 
come from Mississippi, Nebraska, and Virginia Synods. 


@ We have a letter from Dr. Clarence E. Krumbholz, 
Secretary of Lutheran World Relief, Inc., stating that 
there is an urgent necessity for us to continue to send aid 
to those of our brethren who are in great need. He says, 
“Clothing and textiles are the most severe scarcities among 
literally millions of people. The need continues to be 
tragic. Let our brotherly love continue.” 


SEND 
Clothing Layettes 
Bedding Kiddies’ Kits 
Shoes Fix-it Kits 
TO 


LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF, INC. 
North 13th Street and Bushkill Drive 
Easton, Pennsylvania 


In this connection word has come to us recently that 
The Leaguers of the Ministeri'um of Pennsylvania are 
working toward the goal of sending 25,000 Kiddies Kits 
to LWR. 

The Leaguers in the Chicago District brought more 
than 1,000 pounds of clothing for LWR to their Christmas 
parties last month. Let us all keep working at this very 
important part of our Christian obligations in this our 
day. 
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When Ielene served as mission typist at Tsingtao 


Last spring and again this summer I had the privilege 
of talking and working with Mr. Peter Tan. Now it gives 
me great pleasure to introduce Peter to you. 

Peter Tan was born in 1923 in a little town in Southern 
Kwangtung, China. Until the Japanese came in 1938, he 
had left this town only once. From that time on he was 
a refugee student going from place to place so as to avoid 
being taken by the Japanese. In 1940 while a freshman 
at the National Sun Yat Sen University, in Yunan Province. 
he moved with the school to Northern Kwangtung. He 
had no money, but it always seemed as if some guiding 
hand were there to help him, even though he did not be- 
lieve in God at that time. 

It was after his graduation from the university in 1943 
that he became interested in reading the Bible. Because 
of the lack of money, he had to stop in Liuchow, Kwangsi, 
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Mr. Peter Tan 
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when on his way to Chungking. One evening while walk- 
ing along the street he chanced upon a church having 
evening services and he went in. Since he enjoyed sing- 
ing, he sang with them on the hymns. Several evenings 
he joined them, but he says that he didn’t pay much at- 
tention to the sermons. It was a missionary who spoke 
good Chinese who attracted him, and it was she who 
answered his many questions and guided him in his first 
Bible reading. 

Since that time Peter has done graduate work in en- 
gineering and has held two engineering positions. It was 
on June 9th, 1946, that he was baptized in Hangchow. 
His family are Buddhists, but have seen such a change 
for the better in Peter that they are happy that he is now 
a Christian. 


Read his own letter which appears on the opposite page. 


Temporary shed-like building put up by The Board of Foreign Missions 
at Skeldon to relieve the over-crowded conditions 
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How Long Must 
They Wait? 


What do you answer to that question? 
Every Luther Leaguer in the United States 
and Canada has a part in answering it. 

The boys and girls of Skeldon, British 
Guiana, must wait until we complete our 
current missionary project before they will 
be able to get their new high school. Mean- 
while, the Board of Foreign Missions has 
put up this temporary, shed-like building 
for their use in order to relieve the very 
crowded conditions. The school was opened 
in 1945 with 14 pupils meeting in a small 
building once used for a grocery store. 
When enrollment reached 200, emergency 
building became necessary. 
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A Letter from Peter Tan 


“Peter, if I hadn’t gotten your letter from 
Tsingtao, I would not have believed that you 
had “‘stealthily’ been back to Canton, and 
again “‘stealthily” from Canton to Shanghai, 
and to Tsingtao again. Probably by the time 
this letter comes to you, you’ll have already 
gone to some other place. It makes me so 
happy to think of you always enjoying peace 
and happiness when you have been unceasingly 
running to all the cities and towns to meet 
young men and women in each place. Isn’t 
it wonderful that everything that God made is 
so beautiful and so good? ... .” 


38 Nanchang Road 

Shanghai, China 

August 28, 1948 
Dear Friends, 

Miss Ufkes asked me in Tsingtao to 
write you an article and added: “It 
needn't be long, just write something 
about your work, the people you work 
with, and your plans, etc.” I was glad 
to get an opportunity to write you, but 
have been racking my brain in vain to 
know what to write. Not until this 
morning, when I got the letter I quoted 
above from a new friend of mine who 
was baptized into our church two 
months ago, did I know. “Doesn't it 
serve,’ I thought, “quite well to tell 
them where I work and what kind of 
people I am working among and what 
feeling I get from doing my work?” 
Exactly it does! 


Would you like to hear my title? Sec- 
retary to the University Student Pastor 
of the Lutheran Church of China. 
Doesn’t it sound big enough? You have 
many student pastors in the States, but 
we have only one. He is also the first 
in the Lutheran Church of China. His 
name is the Rev. David L. Vikner, a 
young missionary of about 31 years of 
age, born in China, whose parents and 
parents-in-law are all missionaries of the 
Augustana Lutheran Church in China. 


Rey. Mr. Vikner and I were supposed 
to do first some surveying to locate our 
Lutheran students in colleges and uni- 
versities, then try to help them in a 
spiritual way: To bring them more close- 
ly to Jesus, to our church, and into fel- 
lowship with one another. We started 
traveling last October to all educational 
centers where we thought there might 
be some Lutheran students. In some 
cities such as Kaifeng, Tsingtao, and 
Canton, where there are Lutheran 
churches of longer history, the pastors or 
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workers could help us to find our Luth- 
eran students, but in some other cities 
such as Peiping, Nanking, Shanghai, 
Chengtu and Hongchow, where there 
was either no Lutheran Church at all 
or wltere there were newly established 
Lutheran churches, the workers couldn’t 
give us much information. We had to 
try to find them by ourselves. Then it 
became quite a hard but interesting job. 
Our government schools didn’t require 
students to fill out their religious belief 
when registering, while with church 
schools, only three of all that we’ve vis- 
ited had required their students to put 
down church membership if they were 
Christians. So school authorities couldn’t 
help us. Sometimes we took much 
trouble to go to see some people whom 
we thought to be Lutherans, only to 
find they were not Lutherans. Sometimes 
we came across somebody who made 
us pleasantly surprised by saying that he 
or she was a Lutheran or made us over- 
joyed by finding for us others who were. 

I can’t tell you by language how won- 
derfully God helped us to do our duty, 
and so many times turned our disap- 
pointment into a great joy at the last 
moment, because we could always find 


some warm-hearted Lutheran students 
after some “wild-goose chase”, and got 
them into a group or a fellowship then 
left them in the care of some missionary, 
or other interested person before we left 
them. We then send each a copy of our 
News Letter, which Rey. Mr. Vikner and 
I edit. We also correspond with those 
students who write us. (But I would 
like to remind you that it was a pioneer 
work that we did, and we both lack 
experience. We only try to do our best, 
but I don’t dare say our work has been 
very satisfactory. ) 

“What good has come out of your 
work?”, you may ask. Maybe there’s not 
been much, but still I could tell you 
some: We helped about ten Lutheran 
students in a church university to form a 
fellowship last October. Very soon it de- 
veloped into a fellowship of 25, and was 
regarded last term as the most active 
of all four religious fellowships existing 
in that school. Whose credit was _ it? 
God, the leading students, and those 
missionaries who successively took charge 
of the group after we left it. 

Another instance. There were three mis- 
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(L to R) Peter Tan, Pastor Li, now in Shanghai, a worker, Ielene Ufkes, Miss 


Clara Sullivan, Pastor Douglas Erickson (in the car), 
Chinese ice cream (iced flavored water). 


Chinese boy selling 
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The Bible Speaks of God 


The Bible speaks of God! This topic 
needs a certain amount of qualification. 
It needs analysis and explanation. That 
fact makes it a good topic. Any topic 
that is likely to be so simple that it can 
be treated without a bit of preliminary 
examination might be anything but a 
good topic. Let us see why this is true. 

The question that must be raised at 
the beginning is whether there is just 
one single teaching of the Bible about 
God. It is true that the Bible is just one 
book and yet it is not just one book. 
First of all, it is two books—the Old 
Testament and the New Testament. And 
immediately we see that we havea mes- 
sage of two books about God. 

The two testaments are composed of 
many books. There are thirty-nine books 
in the Old Testament and three times 
nine or twenty-seven books in the New 
Testament. Each of these sixty-six books 
—with one possible exception—has a defi- 
nite and direct message concerning God. 
And while there can be no doubt that 
there is a real unity about the Biblical 
teaching concerning God, each book has 
its own method of approach and herein 
is reflected the individuality of each au- 
thor as he speaks, under the Spirit’s 
guidance, of the thought of God which 
lies deep in his heart. 


What the Prophets Say 

Perhaps the best way to begin the 
study is to consider the prophets like 
Amos, Hosea or Micah. These books are 
among the oldest that have come down 
to us in more or less their original form. 
If one considers that these books were 
written in the 7th century before Christ, 
he will be amazed that they present 
God as a being who desires not cere- 
monial worship but a life of justice and 
mercy to one’s fellow men. In these 
prophetic books, there are to be found 
the most exalted teachings concerning 
God. He is perfect in holiness, love, and 
mercy, and mankind ought to seek to 
emulate this teaching. 


Eight 


THE; PROPHETS:SAY .. . ~ 


Therefore the Lord, the God of 
hosts, the Lord, saith thus... 
I hate, I despise your feast days, 
and I will not smell in your solemn 
assemblies. Though ye offer me 
burnt offerings and your meat of- 
ferings, I will not accept them: 
neither will I regard the peace of- 
ferings of your fat beasts. Take 
thou away from me the noise of 
thy songs; for I will not hear the 
melody of thy viols. But let judg- 
ment run down as waters, and 
righteousness as a mighty stream. 

—Amos 5:16, 21-24 


O Israel, thou hast destroyed 
thyself; but in me is thy help. I 
will be thy king: where is any 
other that may save thee in all 
thy citiesP and thy judges of whom 
thou saidst, Give me a king and 
princes? I gave thee a king in 
mine anger, and took him away in 
my wrath. The iniquity of Eph- 
raim is bound up; his sin is hid. 
I will ransom them from the power 
of the grave; I will redeem them 
from death: O death, I will be thy 
plagues; O grave, I will be thy 
destruction: repentance shall be 
hid from mine eyes.—Hosea 13:9- 
12, 14 

Hear ye now what the Lord 
saith; O my people, what have I 
done unto thee? and wherein have 
I wearied thee? testify against me. 
For I brought thee up out of the 
land of Egypt, and redeemed thee 
out of the house of servants; and 
I sent before thee Moses, Aaron, 
and Miriam. He hath showed thee, 
O man, what is good; and what 
doth the,Lord require of thee, but 
to do justly, and to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God. 

—Micah 6:3, 4, 8 


By Benjamin Lotz 


The God of Moses 

The Pentateuch—that is the first five 
books in the Bible, or the Hexateuch 
adding Joshua—approach the belief in 
God from a different angle. There we 
find a real concern for the priestly of- 
fice and the sacrifices of the temple as 
worship pleasing to God. These books 
are concerned with the regular forms 
of worship and the sacrifices which 
found their best expression in the temple 
cult. Order and regularity, ritual and 
satisfaction for sin are, however, not only 
forms of worship, but reflect also the 
teachings of this part of the Bible con- 
cerning God. 

These books give us an insight into 
the belief concerning the majesty of 
God who is the Creator of the world 
as well as His holiness which surpasses 
human knowledge. We are also told of 
the Creator's law imprinted in men’s 
hearts, revealed in the world by Moses, 
the great law giver. And this law is a 
reflection of God’s nature and God is 
bound by this law. “Will not the judge 
of the whole world do right? Perhaps 
nowhere else can such an exalted teach- 
ing be found concerning God, the Giver 
of the Law. 


The Poet's Insight of the Divine 

The Book of the Psalms—to mention 
just one book of the third classification 
called the Writings—seeks to know God 
in many ways. The knowledge of God 
can be traced in nature when the Psalm- 
ist considers the heavens. God’s power 
is known in the great deep, for “the 
sea is His and He made it.” The Psalm- 
ist, too, knows that the knowledge of 
God is found also in the human heart 
that pants after the living God. 

In the Psalms, the reader will find 
some of the most sublime passages that 
treat of God. There the Lord is our 
Shepherd, our Refuge and Strength, the 
Father who cares for His children. In 
every age, men and women of all sorts 
and conditions of life have turned to 
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these ancient hymns of Israel for strength 
and the assurance of God’s love and 
mercy. Here they have sought God and 
here they have found Him. (Some 
Luther Leaguer could well sit down and 
write an essay concerning the message 
of the Psalmist as he speaks of God.) 


The New Insight of the 
New Testament 

The teaching of the New Testament 
concerning God is surer, finer, clearer 
than that of the Old Testament. In 
studying the Old Testament, we began 
with Amos and the prophets. In study- 
ing the New Testament, it is well to 
begin with the Apostle Paul. St. Paul 
was the great missionary who founded 
Christian. congregations. His first visit 
was often to the Synagogue where he 
declared that the God of their fathers, 
known to them in the Scriptures of the 
Old Testament, had sent Jesus Christ 
into the world to be the Messiah. For 
when the fulness of time came, God sent 
His own Son to redeem those under the 
Law. 

This gave the new interpretation to 
the Old Testament. There was glory to 
the Law but the glory of the new dis- 
pensation was a more excellent glory. 
St. Paul pointed to Jesus Christ in whose 
face had shown the glory of God, and 
declares that through Him God’s Spirit 
bears witness with our spirits that we 
are the sons and daughters of God. 

In the Epistle to the Hebrews you 
will find its unknown author declaring 
that in ancient times God had spoken 
in various ways to the fathers. This is 
brushed aside for the author hurries to 
speak of a more perfect revelation. In 
the latter days, God had spoken to men 
through His Son, Jesus Christ, the heir 
of all things. He is the great High 
Priest, the Mediator between God and 
men. 


The Insight Reaches Its Climax 
On the pages of the Synoptic (or the 
first three ) Gospels we meet Jesus Christ. 
Here in words as beautiful as clear we 
learn more about God. For every word 
of Jesus Christ tells us either of God 
Himself or of God’s workings among 
men. Every word of Jesus points to the 
way we can know and serve God best, 
that is, in the service of our fellow men. 
One needs only think of the Lost Sheep 
and the Lost Coin, the Good Samaritan, 

and the Prodigal Son to realize this. 
We learn that Jesus Christ knew God 
best because He stood in an intimate 
fellowship with Him. He had come to 
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declare God’s will to men, and this He 
could do because His will and God’s 
were one in purpose. This is evident 
not merely in words that He spoke, but 
His life which culminated upon the cross 
makes this clear. Here in the agony of 
His suffering, the veil that separates this 
temporal world from the eternal world 
was brushed aside and men beheld in 
Jesus Christ something of God’s “glory 
full of grace and truth.” 

For that reason, the Gospel of St. 
John is a precious book for Christians. 
Written by a devout believer, long after 
the death of Christ, it tells in ever clear- 
er words something of the nature of God, 
declared to mankind by Christ, the 
“Logos” or Eternal Word, then revealed 
further by the Spirit who leads men in- 
to all truth. 

This is a brief, though very imperfect 
statement of the Bible’s teaching con- 
cerning God. Yet its very nature gave 
the Christian Church a great task. In 
every age, Christians have felt the ne- 
cessity of thinking through just what is 
implied on the pages of the Scriptures. 
This is the purpose of theology, and any 
genuine theology must be willing to ac- 
knowledge its debt to the Scriptures, 
which are the test whether any theology 
is true. 

Think of the task that faced the early 
Christians. They knew that there is just 
one God, but He is revealed as Creator, 


as the Redeemer Jesus Christ, and as 
the Holy Spirit, the Sanctifier. This fact 
they called the Trinity—a word not 
found in the Bible but an explanation 
of a fact which becomes clearer as we 
pass from the Old Testament to the 
New Testament. In using this word they 
were trying to state their experience, 
which St. Paul had described as, “the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God and the communion of the Holy 
Ghost.” 


@ QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

(1) Why is it that the desire for 
God has persisted even in lands that 
have tried to wipe out the knowledge of 
Him? 

(2) Do you know the statement of 
St. Augustine? (“Thou hast created us 
for Thyself and our hearts are restless 
until they find rest in Thee.” ) 

(3) Soren Kierkegaard, the now fa- 
mous Danish theologian, in his journals 
says that it is a different thing standing 
on one leg and trying to prove the ex- 
istence of God from kneeling down and 
worshipping Him. How would you illus- 
trate this in your own words? Would 
you say that some people confess the 
existence of God but never seem to let 
it affect their lives? What difference 
does even the confession that he believes 
make in a man’s daily living? 


Nine 


Greetings, salutations, and welcome to the Swap Shop’s 
third birthday party! It’s a gala occasion—we’re taking 
inventory! Want to join us? Perhaps I should add that 
Clara Schleicher and Sue Kleibscheidel sent us a wonder- 
ful chocolate cake covered with yummy icing—but you 
have to work for it! 


At the moment we are sorting pamphlets and moving 
them to a new storage place. We are planning to add 
some audio-visual equipment to the Swap Shop, hence 
the chaotic condition at the moment. At the same time, 
we are making up a new list of pamphlets with descrip- 
tive phrases attached. First purchasers have only a very 
dim idea what each booklet contains, and customers who 


reorder often forget just exactly which pamphlet carries 


the information they seek. How about helping us with 
that? 
Begin with How To Organize a Luther League. We 
will add the description as we go through the pile. 
How To Organize a Luther League ( free) . . . where- 
in we tell you what steps to take in organizing a Luther 
League, the reasons for organizing one, how to draw 
up a constitution, and list the material available. 
Luther League—What It Is—How It Serves (free) .°.. 
this is purely a promotional piece which concerns itself 
with no details, but tells you briefly of the aims, or- 
ganization, method, program and achievements of the 
Luther League. 
F. Y. O.—1948-1949 (free) . . . wherein we tell you 
with pictures about the work and financing of the 
Luther League of America. 
Duties of the Luther League President (5¢) wc. . bes 
ing a list of the things a good President should do and 
containing information on business meetings and _ par- 
liamentary law plus explanations of common terms like 
“The Chair,” “Ex-officio,” and so on. 
Duties of the Luther League Secretary (5¢) 
wherein we tell recording and corresponding secretaries 


what they should do in addition to writing minutes and 
reading letters. 


Ten 


Duties of the Luther League Treasurer (5¢) . . . con- 
tains suggestions for the treasurer about drawing up 
budgets, paying bills, keeping books, and encouraging 
stewardship. 

Guides for Advisers, Counselors and Superintendents of 
Seniors, Young People and Intermediates respectively 
(each 5¢) ... being treatises on aims, directions, 
choosing material, cooperating with others, and con- 
taining lists of reference books. 


Duties of an Educational Secretary (5¢) . . . wherein 
we list the things which a good Ed. Sec. should do with 
suggestions for promotion of same. 


Things You Ought To Know (10¢) . . . being an ex- 
planation of our motto, emblem, Rally Hymn and so on 
—good material for a substitute program or two also. 


Guides for Educational Projects (5¢) . . . which sug- 
gests interesting and unusual ways of developing topics; 
places to go; things to do. 


57 Varieties of Devotional Meetings (10¢) . . . where- 
in are suggested more interesting and unusual ways of 
developing or presenting topics. 

How To Make the Meeting Go (10¢) . . . which tells 
about planning and preparation, leaders, types of meet- 
ings, where to get material, how to arrange the room 
for the meeting, what time to be there, and what to do 
before you go home. 


The Topic Themes for the Year (free) . . . which is 
just a leaflet listing all the topic titles, enabling you to 
plan your program far in advance and to save addi- 
tional articles on related subjects as they appear in 
weekly or monthly magazines. 


Duties of a Missionary Secretary (5¢) .. . being a list 
of things for a missionary secretary to do. 

Guides for Missionary Projects (5¢) .. . being a list 
of twenty-four mission projects which the secretary may 
use to promote the missionary idea. 


Mission Memos (15¢) .. . a big, beautiful pamphlet 
which contains source material on planning, past nation- 
al projects, mission study classes and more mission pro- 
jects. 

Duties of the Life Service Secretary (5¢) . . . soon to 
be combined with Ways To Build Life Service . 
both pamphlets carry suggestions for promoting life 
service among Luther Leaguers. 


Life Service Flag—What It Is (5¢) .. . wherein you 
can find the answers to the questions, “Why a Life 
Service Flag?”, “When is it used?”, “What color are the 
Crosses and for whom is each usedP”, ete. 


Guides for Service Projects (5¢) ... being a calendar 
of service projects (visiting shut-ins, taking part in the 
Every Member Visitation, helping with Daily Vacation 
Bible School, to mention a few) for a whole year, con- 
cluding with a list of things Leaguers may do to assist 
their pastors, deaconesses, and missionaries, 
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Former LLA President 
Has Fatal Accident 


Herbert W. Fischer, one-time president of the Luther 
League of America, and Omaha, Nebraska, attorney died 
in a Shenandoah, Iowa, hospital on Thursday, December 
16th as a result of injuries sustained in an automobile 
accident on the previous Tuesday evening when he and 
his wife were enroute by auto to Essex, Iowa, where Mr. 
Fischer was to furnish entertainment at a Christmas party. 
The tragic accident occurred in the. last mile of the journey 
when in a dense fog he did not see the barricades which 
blocked the road where a washed out bridge was being 
replaced. 

“Herb”, as Luther Leaguers called him, was well-known 
in Luther League circles for his achievements as an ama- 
teur magician. During the days of his most active leader- 
ship in Luther League he traveled over much of the 
United States and Canada taking with him the message of 
Luther League and seeking to further its work. When the 
‘time for things in the lighter vein came, “Herb” was al- 
ways ready with the sleight-o-hand trick and acts of 
magic. 

“Herb’s” activity in the Luther League of Kountze 
Memorial Lutheran Church, Omaha, and that of the Ne- 
braska Synod led to his election to the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Luther League of America at its Milwaukee 
Convention in July, 1925, when he was but 22 years old. 
The Salisbury convention of 1927 elected him recording 
secretary. It was also at that convention that he and his 
enthusiastic Nebraska Leaguers presented the irresistible 
invitation for the convention of the LLA to come to 
Omaha in 1929. 

The Omaha convention in 1929 boosted “Herb” into 
the first vice-presidency. That biennium saw him serving 
on the important finance committee. Then came Reading 
in 1931 and “Herb” became president of the organization. 
With no convention in the depression year 1933, “Herb” 
served as the leader of the LLA until the Charleston con- 
vention of 1935. As immediate past president he contin- 
ued as a member of the Executive Committee during the 
bi-ennium 1935-1937. 

Other spheres of his service in the Church include the 
following: Kountze Memorial Sunday School Superin- 
tendent, 1928-1935; Teacher of the Men’s Bible Class, 
1935-1946; member of the church council since 1938 and 
secretary at the time of his death. 

He is survived by his wife, the former Wilhelmina D. 
Fox, of Duluth, Minnesota, a former president of the 
Luther League of Minnesota, and four children, the 
oldest of which is nine and the youngest two. There are 
three sons—William, Robert and Bruce, and one daughter 
—Gretchen. Two sisters—Mrs. Mary Schmad and Miss 
Margaret R., both of Omaha—and_ one brother—Howard 
H., of New York, also survive him. 
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Christian 
Education 
In India 

By Lou MacKibbin 


The challenge to Christian missions in India today 1s 
so pressing and, withal, so promising, that a doubled and 
re-doubled acceptance of responsibility for expanding the 
work is now imperative. This is the considered judgment 
of lay leaders and clergy alike. They are planning for a 
more effective use of the resources of 108 member- 
churches of the Foreign Missions Conference of North 
America since the upward spiral of inflation has reached 
such fantastic heights overseas, causing serious problems 
at home. 

India Christians today, the third largest religious group 
in the nation, are unquestionably a powerful cultural and 
educational force. Though their seven to eight millions 
are small, numerically, in comparison with 100 million 
Moslems and two and a half times that many Hindus, the 
general educational status of the Christian group is so 
superior that they have already had a significance for sur- 
passing their numbers in India’s first step towards self- 
development. With realization of independence came a 
feeling of responsibility among the small literate group 
such as had not been possible, apparently, among those 
same people so long as they felt themselves under a foreign 
yoke. A spontaneous movement arose in many parts of 
the country to teach the people to read and write, and 
in hundreds of villages individual literates, under their own 
stimulus, set about doing this. The results were soon im- 
pressive. And, since literacy is so much higher in the 
Christian group than elsewhere, the Christians were an 
outstanding force in this movement. 

Figures on such things for India are largely estimates. 
It is estimated that literacy among Christians is 25 per- 
cent, while for India as a whole it is certainly less than 10 
percent. Among women only two percent are literate, and 
of these two percent many are in the Christian group, 
and a great many more are the product of the Christian 
primary schools, high schools and colleges. These few 
figures alone indicate how much responsibility rests upon 
a very few people until a generation is educated suffi- 
ciently to enable compulsory education laws to become 
more than a gesture. 


Christians Cross-Section of Populace 
One of the fortunate aspects of a century’s missionary 
effort in India is that, as a group, the Christians are repre- 
sentative of the people as a whole. They demonstrate 
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Wible Cross-Whrd Puzzle 


By Lucile Pettigrew Johnson 


Amos is the character our Bible cross- 
word puzzle brings us this month. Un- 
less otherwise indicated, all the Biblical 
references are to the book which bears 
his name. Check your solution with the 
key on page 82. 


ACROSS 
1 “thus will I... unto thee, O Israel” 
4:12 
2 King of Israel during the prophecy of 
Amos 1:1 


10 City where Amos dwelt 1:1 
11 Traffic Auditor (abbr. ) 
13 Dark (abbr. ) 


14 “. . . two walk together, except they 
be agreed” 3:3 
16 Hurrahs 


Raa 
a7 
Ciba 

is 
7 
m | 
E 
im 


18 
20 
22 


A son of Gad Gen. 46:16 

“their lies caused them to. . 

Associate in Arts 

“And the . . . places of Isaac shall be 
desolate” 7:9 

High School (abbr. ) 

Epistle (abbr. ) 

City of Benjamin I Chron. 8:12 

New England State (abbr. ) 

“Therefore will I cause you... 
into captivity” 5:27 


5 Deal 


go 


Amos was also a... of sycamore 
trees 

“the Lord took ... as I followed the 
flock” 7:15 


Electrical Engineer (abbr. ) 
“therefore as your treading .. . 
the poor” 5:11 


upon 


W 
N 


Nj 


“And the Lord took me as I followed the flock, and the Lord said unto 
me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel.”—Amos 7:15. 


Twelve 


“The . . . is come upon my people of 
Israel” 8:2 

A negro in southern Nigeria 

“|... the Lord, and ye shall live” 5:6 

“Wailing shall be in all . . .s” 5:16 

Eldest son of Judah Gen. 38:6 


DOWN 


“Amos saith, Jeroboam shall . . . by 
the sword” 7:11 

“shall also make gardens, and .. . 
the fruit” 9:14 

Old Testament (abbr. ) 

. was the principal place of the 

preaching of Amos 

All right 

Army Ordnance Department (abbr. ) 

“even to... the poor of the land 
to fail” 8:4 

King of Judah during the prophecy 
of Amos 

“the eyes of the Lord God . . 


. upon 
the sinful kingdom” 9:8 


“Amos hath . . . against thee” 7:10 

“even very dark, and . . . brightness 
in it” 5:20 

Senior (abbr. ) 

Tatter 

Right hand (abbr. ) 

“to seek the word of the Lord, and 
shall not find .. .” 8:12 

“Amos, who was among the . . . of 
Tekoa” 1:1 

“I will not utterly destroy the. . . 


of Jacob” 9:8 
“they shall no... be pulled up out 
of their land” 9:15 


“have not . . . his commandments” 
92:4 


“Woe to them that are . . 
Zion” 6: 

ee despised the law . . . the Lord” 
2: : ° 


. ease in 


“Amaziah said unto Amos, O thou 
. , g0, flee thee away” 7:12 


“I will . .-. against the house of 
_..Jeroboam” 7:9 
Hear ye, and testify . . . the house 


of Jacob” 3:13 

“T will . . . mine eyes upon them 
for evil” 9:4 

Piece out 

District Attorney (abbr. ) 

Bone 
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Invitation 
Leaguer, Leaguer, we've been thinking 
What a shame if you’d. forget 
To come to our Kewpie Social 
It’s the best that we’ve had yet 
Place 
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Write the invitation on a piece of 
cardboard with a cutout picture of a 
Kewpie pasted on it. Announce that 
guests are to bring baby photographs of 
themselves. 


Decorations 
' Use various sized hearts (red and 
white) on streamers to give the room the 
atmosphere of Valentine’s Day. 


Games 

Kutie Kewpies. Baby pictures brought 
by the Leaguers are turned in to the 
committee on.arrival. They are then 
numbered and registered with the name 
placed beside each number on a list 
kept for the purpose of checking on the 
answers made by the guests. The pic- 
tures are placed on exhibit after most 
of the guests have arrived. They are 
then supplied with paper and pencil and 
are requested to identify the Kutie Kew- 
pies. After a specified time the correct 
list is read and the guests check their 
own with that. The person having the 
largest number correct is recognized as 
“Champeen Kutie” and should be dec- 
orated with such insignia as will attest 
that fact. 

Kewpie Quoits. Divide the crowd into 
two camps—the Kewpies and the Billi- 
kins. Six heart shaped quoits should be 
made of heavy wire. Three of these 
should be covered with blue ribbon and 
three with pink. A gilt arrow should be 
made of wood and fastened to a base 
and then used as a peg at which to toss 
the quoits. The Kewpies and Billikins 
contest, on opposite sides of the peg, 
each player being allowed a chance to 
toss the three quoits belonging to his 
side. Each ringer counts one point for 
the side. A box of heart shaped candies 
may be given to the winning side. 
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_ Cupid Capers 


By Ruth Rinde Jensen-Norman 


Heart and Dart Contest. Cut a large 
red heart from heavy cardboard. Within 
this heart cut out three small hearts, each 
a different size. Above the smallest heart 
opening mark “15”, above the next 
larger “10”, and above the largest “5”. 
Suspend the large heart in a doorway. 
A dart is made of a red feather and a 
needle stuck in a large cork. Each con- 
testant is allowed three throws at the 
heart. His score is added to that of his 
side and the winning side may receive 
a suitable prize. 

Cupid’s Heart Race. Cut four red 
hearts out of heavy cardboard. These 
should be about fifteen inches in di- 
ameter. The group is still divided into 
the Kewpies and the Billikins for a relay 
race and each side is given two hearts. 
The contestants must step from one heart 
to the other in racing to a given point 
and back. Each member on the team 
finishing the relay first receives a prize. 

Cupid Pie. Each player is now given 
a piece of paper shaped like a pie cut, 
on which is written a number of words 
appropriate to the season, with the let- 
ters all jumbled. Some suggestions might 
be—heartaches, kisses, sighs, love letters, 
etc. After a given amount of time, the 
papers should be collected and corrected 
to determine the winner. 

Cupid’s Lost Arrows. Small red and 
white arrows are hidden about the room. 
On each arrow is written one of the 
following words: Love, Friendship, Ac- 
quaintance, Deceit, Jealousy. The red 
arrows must duplicate exactly the white 
arrows. Captains are elected for both 
the Billikins and the Kewpies and at a 
given signal hunt for lost arrows is 
started. The Billikins will look for the 
Red Arrows and the Kewpies for the 
White Arrows. The hunt is stopped at 
the end of three minutes and the cap- 
tains collect and count their arrows. 
The arrows score as follows: For each 
arrow marked Love, count five points; 
Friendship, three; Acquaintance, one; for 
each marked Deceit, subtract five points 
for Jealousy, subtract three. The win- 
ning side may receive a suitable prize. 

Kewpie Matching. Two cupid mail 
carriers—one a very small girl and the 


write what he thinks is the title. 


other a tall. fellow—arrive wearing red 
and gold caps and carrying bags slung 
over their shoulders. They then mingle 
with the guests—the girl delivering val- 
entines to the boys and the boy to the 
girls. The valentines are red cardboard 
hearts on which are written stunts to do 
to “find your true love” and partner for 
the remainder of the party. The stunts 
on the hearts for both the boys and girls 
are identical. The message may read: 
To find your true love—Cross your heart. 
He (or she) will be doing the same. 
Other suggestions: Bow from the waist; 
wave a handkerchief; point to your 
heart—etc. 

Kewpie Telegrams. The couples then 
are furnished paper and pencil and told 
to write telegrams, using as initials the 
six letters of KEWPIE, thus: “Keep 
everything. Wrong Prices in Envelope.” 
Have each telegram read aloud. The 
group should vote for the best one. 

A Love Letter. The letters of the al- 
phabet are written on small white hearts. 
Each couple is given a large paper bag 
containing one alphabet. At a given sig- 
nal the bags are opened and each player 
is allowed to draw hearts one at a time 
from the bag. The couple who first suc- 
ceeds in drawing out the letters LOVE 
wins. 

A Honeymoon Trip. A large map of 
the world is fastened to the wall. Each 
couple selects the country which they 
would like to visit on their honeymoon. 
They write the name of the place 
selected on tiny red hearts given them. 
They are then blindfolded and while 
holding hands must try to pin their hearts 
on the map as near as possible to the 
place selected. The couple who pins the 
hearts closest the proposed destination 
may receive a suitable prize. 

Book Titles. Give each player a piece 
of paper and pencil and ask him to draw 
a picture representing the titles of a 
well-known book, preferably love stories. 
After the drawings are completed, they 
are passed around. Each person, begin- 
ning at the bottom of the paper should 
This 
should then be folded under in order 
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Today youth seeks variety in many 
forms. In work, in social life, in reading, 
in friendships, in planning life’s work. 
As variety is “the spice of life,’ so we 
know that this helps to make life inter- 
esting, worthwhile, effervescing. 

Would you hear of a field of service 
that has plenty of variety in it, a place 
for every talent that you may possess a 
place to use that talent and to have 
VARIETY PLUS? Here it is, girls. 

It is the work of the diaconate. The 
work of women in the church, in a 
specialized field. This may sound strange, 
but it is true. The Lutheran Church 
trains young women for service in its 
congregations, in its hospitals, in its in- 
stitutions of mercy, for mission fields, in 
social work, in religious education. 

After a five year course through col- 
lege and a specialized school, with a 
splendid background of Bible, Sociology, 
Music, Religious Education, Doctrine, 
etc., she begins her work in the field of 
her choice. 

Follow a parish deaconess in a 
month’s activities. See the opportunities 
for service, and the VARIETY in the 
work. 


® Ist. In the parish, the deaconess 
may spend mornings in the church of- 
fice. Here she uses her talent at keeping 
the records of the congregation in order. 
Typing, filing, and recording the vital 
records of the church; changing the ad- 
dress of members who move from place 
to place, mimeographing the weekly Bul- 
letins, ordering materials, getting out 
letters to the congregation, telephoning, 
and planning programs for various 
groups These fill her morning hours. 
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Variety Plus! 


@ 2nd. In the afternoon, you will find 
the deaconess out calling on members 
of the church, on new prospects, on the 
absentees of the Sunday School, on new 
pupils, on the sick and shut-ins. If it is 
a large congregation, this will be a very 
important work—doubly so, if it is a 
small one. 


@ 3rd. Then there are the various 
meetings that the deaconess may be 
called on to attend and to counsel. ‘The 
young people’s group may be her special 
charge, the junior age group or the 
young women’s group. She may give 
guidance in organizing, or be expected 
to think of new ways to make their 
meetings more interesting. Yes, she may 
even help the Brotherhood in its plan- 
ning and work. 


© 4th. The deaconess may be and 
probably is on the Parish Education 
Committee. In this capacity she must 


By Sister Ida Steuerwald 


meet with the Sunday School Superin- 
tendent and other Executives in regard 
to bettering the work of the church 
school. Here she uses her training and 
talent in Religious Education. She strives 
to follow the Master Teacher and to 
learn always of Him and to follow His 
desire for her. 


@ 5th. Sundays are always extra busy 
days. The deaconess may be in charge 
of the Sunday School or one of. its 
departments. She: may teach a Bible 
Class. It may be her task to direct the 
music, the choir, the opening worship, 
to teach new songs to the group, or to 
play the piano. Then too, there is the 
opportunity to join the congregation in 
the worship of God in His Holy Place, 
and there to receive inspiration and en- 
couragement for her own daily life and 
to receive strength to carry on. 


© 6th. Then there is the Social Serv- 
ice. Each congregation has its needy. 
It will be the duty of the deaconess to 
seek those who need material and spir- 
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itual aid and to supply it in the name of 
the congregation. She will need to give 
guidance to some persons as they face 
problems too big for them. She will 
make good use of her Social Service 
training, together with good common 
sense and tact, always in prayer seeking 
God’s guidance and direction. This is 
one of the joys of her service and an- 
other of the many services she is called 
upon to perform. 


@ 7th. Then there may be calls from 
the outside to speak to a Youth Group, 
a Missionary Rally, a Bible Class, a 
P.T.L. meeting, a Mother-Daughter Ban- 
quet, ad infinitum. Here the opportunity 
to use her Public Speaking talent is 
given, and the deaconess is able to bring 
God’s message through her own exper- 
ience. She projects herself beyond the 


immediate congregation since she is a’ 


servant of the church-at-large, as well as 
of the congregation that she serves. 


@ 8th. Then there are the calls for 
writing features, for editorials, for news 


shorts, for articles such as this one. Here., 


she may dream of being a great author, 
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or a correspondent. The need or oppor- 
tunity for such a service may be suffi- 
cient to cause some latent talent to rise 
to the surface of her life. 


® 9th. Drama, yes, even to the movies. 
The deaconess may direct plays, take 
movies, and even be in them. She often 
has to costume plays, and here another 
expression for creative activity is found. 
Make-up and theatricals may not seem 
to be in her realm, but she nevertheless 
may be called upon to work at it. 


® 10th. Teaching. The deaconess teaches 
not the 8 R’s but One that is very im- 
portant to life—Religion. She guides the 
youth in the Way of Life, teaches the 
Catechism to young church members, 
directs the Vacation Bible School, and 
probably teaches at Summer Camp. Yes, 
there is also a plus to the variety in her 
work. For example, recreation, hand- 
work, dramatics, etc., are all brought out 
in this part of her work. 


@ 11th. Social Life. There are many 
opportunities for social life. With the 
youth, there are sleigh-rides, hay-rides, 
hikes, pot-luck suppers, skating parties, 
and camping trips with them. Then 
there are miscellaneous interests from 
music to athletics. 


The deaconess is very human. She en- 
joys fun and recreation. She has a sense 
of humor. She has found a deeper joy 
because God has chosen her to be used 
by Him. 

VARIETY PLUS!! Every talent that 
you have can be used in this work, It is 
so full of new adventures, of new oppor- 


tunities. You, the Youth of the church 
have new dreams, new visions, new ideas. 
“Give of the best to your Master, give of 
the strength of your youth.” Your 
Church calls you! Your Christ calls you. 
Spend your life, share your life. Strive 
to make this a better world because you 
have lived in it. 

Young Women, YOU are needed. 
Your Church has a place in its ranks for 
YOU. Know of the work, of the oppor- 
tunity for training. of the Variety of 
Service. 

If you can be a deaconess, you can 
be a Parish Worker, a Social Worker, 
a Nurse, a Missionary, a worker in your 
church. 

TRAIN to SERVE 

For further information on Deaconess 
and Parish Work Courses, write to Field 
Secretary—Room 713-1228 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 

Know of the work. Tell others. 

“You, who are young 

It is you, it is you, 

Who must make the dreams of the 
world come true. 


You, who are young 
Have a world to build. 
The future will be what you have 
willed.” 
—Selected. 


Show Your Leaguers 
“A Glorious Adventure” 


(Single frame film strip, 
operating time 15 minutes, 
rental fee 75 cents) 


It is the story of two high school 
girls who decide to prepare for a 
Church career through the diac- 


onate. It gives the procedure from 
the time they seek information un- 
til the time when they step out 
upon the “glorious adventure” in 
the service of their Church. 


Order From 
Audio-Visual Aids Dept. 


United Lutheran Publication House 
1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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ROANOKE’S CONVENTION COMMITTEE 
IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE 


Special 9! 


\ Z 
Rates 
Not including transportation to and from Roanoke and 


lodging while in the Convention City August 15-19, 1949 


“SEE LODGING RATES ON OPPOSITE PAGE 


$97 50 


This price includes all expenses from arrival Monday noon 
to departure Friday night 
MEALS—Breakfast, lunch and dinner (Monday night dinner, through Friday night dinner) 
BANQUET—Thursday night in Hotel Roanoke Crystal Ballroom 


NATURAL BRIDGE TRIP—Wednesday afterno»n 50-mile trip to one of World’ 
Natural Wonders 


(Transportation, bridge ticket and evening meal included) 
LL A REGISTRATION FEE—For entire five day session 


s Seven 


DAILY NEWSPAPERS—Roanoke Times and Roanoke World-News 
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Lodging Accommodations 


Hotels on European Plan . . . special 
All Expense 
350 persons---HOTEL ROANOKE (CONVENTION HOTEL) | 59 
; $4.00 PER NIGHT PER PERSON 
| $2.50 PER NIGHT (COT) 
$ es 
300 persons---HOTEL PATRICK HENRY 
$3.50 PER NIGHT PER PERSON 
$2.50 PER NIGHT (COT) ela uae ene 
INCLUDES 
175 persons---HOTEL PONCE DE LEON ONLY ITEMS 
iiep Ee tt eonk eh) aa eke ese OPPOSITE 


@ 
LODGING CHARGES EXTRA 


115 persons---HOTEL LEE 


$2.50 PER NIGHT PER PERSON ° 
$2.50 PER NIGHT (COT) REGISTER TODAY 
SEND FULL AMOUNT TO 
LIMITED NUMBER ROOMS IN PRIVATE HOMES REGISTRAR 


$1.25 PER NIGHT PER PERSON 


SEND ALL-EXPENSE FEE AND 
HOUSING REQUEST 
DIRECT TO 


MRS. TED H. CLARK 
2201 Denniston Ave. 


Roanoke 15, Virginia 


Official Registration Cards 
for Delegates and 
Visitors 
Available from 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
Suite 405 Muhlenberg Building 


1228 Spruce Street 


, , Hotel Roanoke, 365 room, air-conditioned luxury hotel which will be convention 
Philadelphia 7, Penna. headquarters and where it is now planned to hold most of the daily sessions 
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PLANNED FOR 


re 
ox? THE 
Roanoke Convention 


AUGUST 15-19, 1949 
Theme: WE FOLLOW CHRIST 


Spiritual Features 


Chaplain’s Hour each morning 
Bible Study Forum daily 


Inspiration from great messages 


® 
@ 
@ 
@ Discussion of current life problems 
@ Worship services 

@ 


Quiet Moments before retiring 


Reception by local Leaguers 


Social Features 
Mixers, the kind youth enjoy 


@ 
@ 
@ Banquet, with all the trimmings 
@ Picnic, fun, fellowship, food 

o 


Fellowship singing 


Scenic Event @ Visit to Natural Bridge, one of nature’s wonders 
of the world, with a service in the park 


Intermediate Day e 
AUGUST 16 


All early teen-agers at Roanoke College 


THE SPEAKERS’ LIST INCLUDES 
DR. FRANKLIN CLARK FRY, President United Lutheran Church REV. CARL A. HONEYCUTT, Speaker at Natural Bridge 


REV. CARL V. TAMBERT, Daily Keynoter REV. FRED C. WIEGMANN, Banquet Speaker 
REV. OSCAR CARLSON, Speaker at Opening Session REV. WALLACE E. FISHER, Chaplain 
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News Notes 


® OHIO 

555 Luther Leaguers thronged to 
_ Augsburg Church, Toledo, for the 52nd 
Convention of the Luther League of 
Ohio, October 29 to 31. This repre- 
sented the largest State League Conven- 
tion to be held in Ohio. 

During its business session, the Con- 
vention approved a one-week training 
school for leaguers to be held at Camp 
Mowana, Synodical camp, next summer. 
Through this means the LLO hopes to 
give young people a greater insight into 
the Luther League program. 

In 1949, the LLO will pay apportion- 
ment to the LLA on the basis of 2000 
leaguers, the Convention decided. Pre- 
_ vious apportionment had been based on 
a reported 1500 Luther Leaguers. The 
“Christ in Every Purse” plan was 
adopted as a State Project, to be car- 
ried out by the local league. 

Ohio completed its $2100 quota in the 
national China-Skeldon project. $700 was 
given in 1947 and the $1400 balance 
was contributed by Convention-time this 
year. Ohio leaguers then chose to raise 
funds for a wire recorder to be used by 
the Synod of Ohio, a camera and screen 
for Oesterlen Children’s Home, Spring- 
field, and altar hanging for Hamma Di- 
vinity School, Springfield. This local 
project is to be completed by next Au- 
gust. 

The Reverend Calvin F. Stickles, De- 
troit, spoke on “Frontiers Unlimited in 
the Luther League” at the banquet open- 
ing the Convention. He compared to- 
day’s youth to the pioneers of early 
America in their search for frontiers. 

Mrs. Paul H. Cover, educational sec- 
retary of the LLA, ably represented the 
National League, and interestingly pre- 
sented the work of the organization. 

“Frontiers Unlimited in the Church” 
was the subject of a sermon by the 
Reverend Carveth Mitchell, Mansfield, 
at a Vesper Service on Saturday. He 
stressed the many opportunities for ser- 
vice in the church, both in church vo- 
cations and avocations. 

At the Sunday service, the Reverend 
W. Carl Satre, host pastor, stated, “The 
power of God opens frontiers limited 
only by the Limitless God.” He said, 
“We must lift our horizons until the 
frontiers go out into all the world.” 

Convention features included “The 
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Swap Shop”, an exchange of ideas on 
Luther League presented by Pastor An- 
drew Schilling, Lancaster, and five Ohio 
leaguers. A Roanoke Luncheon, a Rec- 
ognition Service, and panel discussions 
were also a part of the Convention. 

George Billman, Wadsworth, was 
elected president of the Luther League 
of Ohio. Charles Kurfess, Stony Ridge, 
was chosen as Vice-President; Miriam 
Wolf, Mansfield, Secretary; and Gloria 
Crooks, Zanesville, Treasurer. Mrs. John 
Linsenmayer, Mansfield, and Jay Garver, 
Akron, are the newly elected members- 
at-large. Arthur Bauer, Toledo, is the 
retiring President. 


@® WISCONSIN ® 

Young people from 10 Northeastern 
Wisconsin churches gathered at Two 
Rivers, Wisconsin, for their annual fall 
rally. Appleton and Marinette were tied 
for the attendance record, each having 
27 present. There was a total of 230 
persons present, making this the largest 
rally in the history of the district. 

The meeting opened with a devotional 
service attended by 163 persons. The 
speaker was the Rev. Rodney V. Hansen 
of the Antigo-Polar parish, and the litur- 
gist was Rev. W. J. Scott, pastor loci. 
The theme of the rally was “One Life 
to Live for Christ.” The group was 
greeted by Mr. Ed. Lahey, president of 
the Two Rivers City Council, and by 
Miss Lois, Nate, president of the local 
League. Responses were made by Miss 


Shirley Taylor, president of the District 
Luther League, and by presidents of the 
visiting local Leagues. 

The Rev. Clemens Zeidler, Appleton, 
brought the message from the Luther 
League of America’s “Youth Night” 


Rally at Philadelphia. Miss Janice 
Knudson, Menominee, Michigan, was 
elected president, and Miss Jillene 


Raisler, St. Paul’s, Neenah, was elected 
secretary. 

After supper at the Hamilton Com- 
munity House, the Rev. Garrett Gensz- 
ler, St. James, Marinette, called upon 
the young people present to show their 
appreciation of the great Reformation 
heritage of Martin Luther by Christian 
service in their daily lives at school or 
work. He pointed out the many oppor- 
tunities that are open for full-time serv- 
ice as pastors, deaconesses, and mission- 
aries. 

The climax of the program was 
reached when Pastor Wesley Sadler, Li- 
beria, Africa, told of the difficulties en- 
countered in finding words to express 
the meanings of passages in the Gospel 
of St. Mark, which he translated during 
his past term in the Loma country of 
Liberia. He told of many more lan- 
guages to be reduced to writing, many 
more tribes to be given the Gospel, and 
many more people everywhere yet to be 
saved. He expressed the hope that there 
were at least a few in the group of 
young people present who would give 
their lives in full-time Christian service. 


52nd convention of the Luther League 


of the Synod of Ohio, Augsburg 
Lutheran Church, Toledo, October 29-31, 1948 
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Luther League of Minnesota Convention, Lake of the Isles Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota, September 17-19, 1948 


@ MINNESOTA 

The Golden Anniversary Convention 
of the Minnesota State Luther League 
was held in the Lake of the Isles Church, 
Minneapolis, Dr. W. P. Christy, Pastor, 
Sept. 17-19. “Building Youth for Christ”, 
the theme of the convention, was pre- 
sented in a searching sermon at the 
opening service by Rev. Charles Dion, of 
Albert Lea. 

A get-acquainted pep fest followed in 
the social rooms of the church with 
Luther Dehnel and Dan Anderson in 
charge. A ‘varied program of fun and 
entertainment was presented, climaxed 
by the cutting and serving of a large, 
impressively iced cake. 

Breakfast was served by the lake on 
the next day, and morning devotions fol- 
lowed at the same beauty spot. Next 
came a play period in the park, followed 
by discussion groups on the theme, 
“Using the Energy of Youth”, and led 
by Norman Nelson, George Lundquist, 
and Leroy Futscher. 

The noon meal on Saturday was a 
special Missionary Luncheon over which 
the Missionary Secretary, Roseanne Gel- 
‘dert, presided as toastmistress. John 
Magalee, native of British Guiana, spoke 
interestingly of the project which the 
Luther League of America is now under- 
taking in his country. 

The first business session, presided 
over by Dan Anderson, . president, 
brought certain important matters to the 
attention of delegates, including certain 
proposed constitutional amendments. 
Following the business session, Rev. 
William J. Ducker, official representative 
of LLA brought an informative message 
on its work. A tour of the Seminary was 
the next entertainment feature for dele- 
gates. . . 

The highlight of the entertainmen 
features was the anniversary banquet on 
Saturday evening, with David Gerberd- 
ing as toastmaster. The main address of 
the evening was delivered by Rev. Reu- 
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ben Youngdahl, prominent Augustana 
clergyman of Minneapolis and brother of 
the governor of Minnesota. Rev. John P. 
Shannon read a brief but very interest-. 
ing history of the state organization, and 
numerous “Old-timers” were privileged 
to convey greetings. 

The pastor loci, Dr. W. P. Christy, 
was the preacher at the Sunday morn- 
ing service of the convention. He used as 
his theme the Youth Sunday subject, “In 
Quest of the Best.” 

Following afternoon devotions led by 
Charlotte Chelstrom, the second business 
session, including election of officers, was 
held. The following persons were chosen 
to serve for the new year: Luther Deh- 
nel, Minneapolis, President; Bill Ger- 
berding, St. Paul, Vice-President; Russell 
Wahl, St. Paul, Treasurer; Eleanor Fos- 
ter Nessel, St. Paul, Recording Secre- 
tary; Liz Burmeister, Wooddale, Corre- 
sponding Secretary. A pleasant relief 
from the unusually hot weather of the 
time was afforded by the Luther League 
of Holy Trinity, Minneapolis, who com- 
plimented the convention with:a Lemon- 
ade Social at the close of the afternoon 
session. 

The Sunday evening meal was laid as 
an “On To Roanoke” Supper, with Dan 
Anderson as toastmaster and Secretary 


Ducker giving a booster speech for the . 


LLA convention. 

The Rev. John G. Simmons was the 
speaker at the closing service. “He Is 
Our Fire” was his theme. All elected 
officers were installed by Rev. John P. 
Shannon in an impressive candlelight 
ceremony closing the convention. 


@ CONNECTICUT 

Robert Emeno of Meriden, Conn., was 
elected President of the Connecticut 
State Luther League and Frederick M. 
Gaal was elected General Secretary at 
a recent Educational Rally held at the 
First Lutheran Church, Rockville, Conn., 
Rev. K. O. Klette, Pastor. 


Connecticut State Luther Leaguers in: 
their first rally of the season heard Dr. 
H. J. Arnold, President of Hartwick Col- 
lege, Oneonta, New York, give an in- 
spiring address on the theme, “The 
Church Calls Its Youth.” The message 
was heard by a combined audience of 
over two hundred and fifty people in an 
afternoon service. 

After the election of officers under the 
new constitution, colored slides were 
shown by Miss June Johnson, conference 
secretary of Youth Work in the Augus- 
tana Church. A report indicating progress 
in obtaining a camp for Luther Leaguers 
in the state of Connecticut was made by 
Fred Gaal. 

Supper was served by the hosts to 
approximately one hundred and ninety 
Luther Leaguers. During the meal, songs 
were sung as arranged by Rockville 
Luther Leaguers, accompanied by Miss 
Lillian Dahl. 

A further highlight was the introduc- 
tion of Mr. Max Sheets, a charter mem- 
ber of the Rockville Luther League 
which was founded in September, 1888. 


@ SOUTH CAROLINA 

The 38th annual convention of the 
Luther League of South Carolina met at 
the Lutheran Church of the Reformation, 
Columbia, S. C., the Rev. Wynne C. 
Boliek, D.D., pastor, November 5, 6, 7, 
with President Harold Park presiding 
over the sessions. 

The timely theme of the convention, 
“Take Time to Live”, was developed 
through devotionals which preceded each 
business session, as follows: “Take Time 
To Live, With a Purpose”; “Take Time 
To Live, As A Steward”; “Take Time 
To Live, As A Disciple’; “Take Time To 
Live As A Witness.’ 

The convention opened with a ban- 
quet, with the key-note address, “Take 
Time To Live”, being made by Dr. 
Fred W. Kinard, faculty member of the 
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Medical College of South Carolina. The 
theme of the banquet, “On To Roanoke”, 
was cleverly carried out through decora- 
tions and skits. A short business session 
followed the banquet. 

On Saturday, greetings were brought 

from the Synod, its auxiliaries and insti- 
’ tutions by Dr. Karl W. Kinard, president 
of the South Carolina Synod,—from the 
Luther Leagues of North Carolina, and 
from the Luther League of Georgia- 
Alabama by respective official represen- 
tatives. Rallies were held for interme- 
diates and for senior-young people, af- 
fording opportunities for discussion of 
relevant problems. 

One of the highlights of the conven- 
“tion was the Luther League of America 
presentation made by the Rev. William 
J. Ducker, former South Carolina Luther 
Leaguer and pastor, whose helpful pres- 
ence was a boon throughout the con- 
vention. 

A new feature of the convention was 
introduced on Saturday night, when the 
delegates were entertained at Heise’s 
Pond, out from Columbia, with supper 
and fellowship and fun for all. Delegates 
really became acquainted! 

On Sunday the final session was held 
in the Seminary Chapel. Calls to service 
in the ministry, by Dr. C. E. Fritz, in 
parish work, by Eleanor Sheets and in 
missions, by Curtis Derrick were given. 
The Rev. Vernon F. Frazier, Youth 
Worker of the Synod, gave a challenging 
presentation on enlistment. Rev. J. A. 
Keisler, Jr., was the preacher at the clos- 
ing service, and Rev. Raymond R. Ells- 
worth, Batesburg, the Liturgist. 

The convention was brought to a 
close with the impressive installation of 
the following officers: President, Harold 
Park, Whitmire and Southern Seminary; 
Vice-President, Armand Shealy, Lees- 
ville and Newberry College; Recording 
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Secretary, Eleanor Sheets, West Colum- 
bia; Corresponding Secretary, Betty Rice, 
Newberry; Treasurer, Melba Shealy, 
Lexington; Eudcational Secretary, Ben- 
nie Bedenbaugh, Prosperity; Missionary 
Secretary, Curtis Derrick, Columbia and 
Southern Seminary; Life Service Secre- 
tary, G. B. Corley, Lexington and South- 
ern Seminary; Intermediate Secretary, 
Bette Shealy, Columbia; Publicity Sec- 
retary, Rachel Rawls, West Columbia; 
Statistical Secretary, Dedhe Rast, Camer- 
on; Executive Secretary, Rev. V. L. Fra- 
zier, Columbia; Archivist, Fred Seibert, 
Charleston. 

Many of the 200 Leaguers remained in 
Columbia for the Youth Rally which 
took place in Columbia Township audi- 
torium the same afternoon. 

It was a great weekend for Lutheran 
youth in South Carolina! 

What a thrill was experienced when 
approximately 2000 Lutheran young peo- 
ple of South Carolina thronged to the 
Township Auditorium, Columbia, S. C., 
on Sunday, November 7, for the third 
annual statewide Lutheran Youth Rally! 
It was a great occasion, filled with in- 
spiration and fellowship, as they joined 
together “Enlisted for Christ”. 

The rally was planned by young peo- 
ple for young people of all age-groups 
and categories—the Boy Scouts, Girl 
Scouts, Catechetical Classes, youth choirs, 
Luther Leaguers, Sunday School mem- 
bers, with the Boy Scouts serving as 
ushers. 

The program began with devotions 
led by a young person. A sense of one- 
ness in Christ was created immediately 
by those 2000 voices blending, in hymns 
of praise and worship. After a word of 
welcome from the state Luther League 
president, Harold F. Park, Newberry 
College Singers offered a group of sac- 
red numbers. One of the highlights of 
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the rally was a dramatic presentation, en- 
titled “Enlisted for Christ”, written and 
enacted by a group of young people 
from the Lexington area. In an impres- 
sive way, they portrayed vividly how 
youth can enlist for Christ as they study 
His revealed word alone and in groups, 
as they worship Him, and as they share 
this Word at home, at school, in Europe, 
in Asia, and throughout the whole 
world. ; 

A fellowship supper was enjoyed by 
all, as a result of each group bringing 
its own food, all of which was assimi- 
lated and served by women from the 
Columbia Lutheran churches. Many ac- 
quaintances were made, many renewed; 
the friendly chatter and laughter of that 
many youth sounded good to the ear! 

After supper, the mass reassembled 
in the auditorium and united in singing, 
“O Christians! Leagued Together”, as a 
part of the devotions. The Rev. Albert H. 
Keck, Jr., of the Lutheran Southern 
Seminary, in his address, “Serve Without 
Surcease”, challenged the youth to “en- 
list for Christ”. He reminded them that 
to be truly enlisted they must first, “give 
in” completely to Christ, for Christianity 
calls for unconditional surrender; second, 
“give up”, deny ourselves, sacrifice in 
the service of Christ for others, and do 
this consistently; and third, “give out” 
(in the sense of jive talk) for Christ and 
serve unendingly, unceasingly with the 
best that we have and know. 

As the youth left to return to’ their 
homes, their schools, their churches, they 
were given “take-home thoughts”, pic- 
torially illustrated on a mimeographed 
sheet, giving specific ways of. enlisting 
for Christ. 

Yes, it was truly an inspiration, and 
now thoughts are turned toward 1949 
and another grand Youth Rally in South 
Carolina! 


C., November 5-7, 1948 
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Christian Education 
In India 


(Continued from Page 11) 


what, Christianity, and education as it has been fostered 
under Protestant auspices, can accomplish with all types 
of India’s people in two to three generations. This ac- 
complishment may be summed up briefly as: A leadership 
recruited and developed from the long underprivileged, 
long educated Brahman group. The way this all-caste, al- 
class leadership is working together in the high positions 
to which the new government has. called it would not be 
possible if the Christian missionary movement had not 
existed in India to eliminate, in certain areas, the pre- 
judices existing between castes. To hear Brahmans them- 
selves acknowledge all this freely is a privilege in itself. 

So one of the questions which face many hundreds of 
local church groups now is not whether to continue the 
missionary enterprise in India, but whether we are tu 
meet the increased opportunities which are before us to- 
day in the 39 Christian colleges of India and Pakistan as 
Government takes more and more responsibility for lower 
schools. For it is inconceivable that Americans who have 
long been back of this type of educational effort and who 
know something of the situation there today should not 
be stimulated by the challenge which the ideological con- 
flict sweeping over Asia now creates for Christianity. The 
Communist-Capitalist, totalitarian-democratic issues which 
grapple with each other elsewhere in Asia are to be found 
in India, too. 

True, Christians differ among themselves on these and 
other issues. But the ideal of education for the common 
man regardless of race, color, sex, religious creed or pc- 
litical conviction is so definitely woven into the whole 
heritage of American Protestantism that it is not likely to 
budge from its position on the need for schools every- 
where. Since Christianity has always been unashamedly 
evangelistic, it is not likely that because it meets another 
evangelistic group now it will fold up its tents and retreat. 

The truth is—and Indian Christians know this well— 
Christianity thrives on opposition. Nor can it be encom- 
passed within any one political or economic form, as the 
Amsterdam Conference took pains to state overwhelming- 
ly. In India there are Christians who are capitalists and 
believe capitalism offers a better mechanism than Com- 
munism for rendering service to their country and its 
people. There are other Christians who are supporters 
of communist regimes because they believe communism 
offers the best hope of release from poverty and under- 
privilege to India’s masses. Each group sees the possibility 
that capitalism, dominated by America or Great Britain, 
may soon bring industrial exploitation of the masses for 
the few, or that communism, dominated by Russia, may 
bring a deprivation of religious and political freedom 
which will be. quite as destructive for these same masses. 
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‘Religious Freedom in Christian Colleges 

Another unfortunate aspect of missionary effort as India 
faces the problems peculiar to India is that, especially in 
the colleges, there has been a great degree of freedom as 
to whether students accepted Christianity or clung to their 
own religion. This does not mean that Christianity has 
not been presented challengingly. It has, but extreme 
compulsion in any form has not existed. For that reason , 
Protestants are not feared as proselyters and are welcomed 
today in all kinds of newly organized efforts. 

Especially in education’s problems where Christians 
have had a type of practical experience lacking to those 
whose work has been with groups composed largely of 
higher-caste students, the Christian group is a stabilizing 
force. Add to this that so many of the non-Christians have 
received their education in Christian colleges, and it wilh 
be realized that the extent of the influence of these col- 
leges is much wider than the numerical strength of their 
student bodies may seem to indicate. 

In numbers they are not great: the figures show a total 
student strength in the 39 colleges of slightly more than 
60,000, but the calibre of their work has been constructive. 
Surely, it is not an exaggeration to say that at times it 
has been magnificent. Take, for example, the Vellore 
Christian Medical College, founded in 1918 by Dr. Ida 
Scudder (but,now with a Hindu Christian Principal: Dr. 
Hilda Lazarus) this college with its hospitals and School 
of Nursing, has been supported by the united effort of 
scores of Protestant groups in the United States, Great 
Britain, Canada, Sweden, Denmark and _ Australia. 
Founded originally to train women for degrees as Licensed 
Medical Practitioners so that they might begin, as quickly 
as possible, to carry to India’s women the medical care 
denied them because a man doctor was not permitted to 
see an ill person who happened to be a woman, this col- 
lege was truly a pioneer in raising the status of women 
in India. It now gives a degree equal to our own Amer- 
ican M.D., and is affiliated with the University of Madras. 

Also it has become co-educational in an attempt to fit 
better into India’s present educational program. This does 
not mean that it has reached the place where it begins 
to fill the need for women doctors. It was never big. Even 
yet its graduates number only a few hundred. Ten times 
as many women apply at Vellore as can be accepted. 400 
men tried for the 10 openings available last year when the 
College was first opened to men. Here is a Christian col- 
lege without which India would be infinitely poorer. 

In this college, incidentally, the student body is pre- 
ponderantly Christian. In addition to the Moss test used 
for election of candidates for medical colleges in the 
United States, other tests are given Vellore applicants de- 
signed to discover students who have the Christian knowl- 
edge and character, and the all-around fitness thought 
most desirable for medical work in India by the group 
which determines the College’s policies. 

The work of the Nurses’ Training School at Vellore is 
no whit less important to India today than is the Medical 
School. It is difficult for Americans to visualize the prac- 
tice of medicine without nurses as, a cooperating group 
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far outnumbering doctors. Yet in India there is still but 
one nurse to every six doctors or Licensed Medical Prac- 
titioners. With only two percent literacy among Indian 
women, and with the inhibitions under which they have 
lived, the reason for the dearth of nurses is not hard to 
find. The need for funds and trained workers now, to 
hasten the training of nurses in a nation where life ex- 
pectancy is only 26 years, is one that is not likely to be 
neglected by those planning programs for foreign mis- 
sionary work in 1949. 


More Money for More Progress 

Yet, despite the many fortunate aspects of a century’s 
missionary effort in India, there is a very sad aspect, too. 
_ No matter what prodigious effort is made to advance the 
work this year, it will be all too little for the needs. This 
fact must be faced. In full acceptance of the truth it will 
be possible for hundreds of American church groups, then, 
to set about their fund-raising campaigns knowing that 
contributions in the past have been woefully inadequate, 
too, yet they are bearing unmistakable results in creating 
indissoluble brotherly ties between people of the East and 
West in building for world peace, if the world is ever to 
have peace. 

_ Maybe there are special virtues in money which has 
come from such free and uncompelled acceptance of re- 
sponsibility—in the Christian democratic way—as has been 
the way of foreign missionary societies which have sup- 
ported Christian education in India for several genera- 
tions. Sophisticated people have laughed, sometimes, at 
the way pennies were gathered and counted. Yet count 
as you will, the sums that have poured into Asia by lump 
sums of ten of thousands—even by the millions—by other 
groups for other purposes, and they do not exceed, if 


indeed they approximate, the effect of the cumulative ef- 
fort and often genuine love which have poured bit by bit 
into a piece of work in international good will such as ex- 
ists in India today as a result of foreign missionary work. 

The type of luke-warm Protestant who once slyly 
laughed at this effort, and rationalized his refusal to put 
his own ten-dollar bill on the collection plate by saying 
we have no right to impose our religious beliefs on others, 
is now an Old Look mind in a New Look age. Enough of 
us are acquainted with the facts to know that, although 
there have been missionary enterprises where the promise 
of materialistic advantages was implied as a price of con- 
version, that type of missionary work is now distinctly out- 
of-date. This same type of luke-warm Protestant who 
once looked upon it as progress when he was told fewer 
Americans wanted to become missionaries knows today 
this fact is no more a sign of progress than is the fact 
that fewer Americans want to become school teachers at 
home. They are signs, rather, that something in America 
has gone off the track; that materialism at the top has 
been creating an unhealthy growth of materialism all 
down the line which now threatens all of us with ma- 
terialistic destruction from atom bombs. 

The truth is that in the missionary group of past years 
there were both progressive and unprogressive elements 
just as there were in groups at home. The progressive 
element in India has contributed so well that Indians wel- 
come missionaries still. It may well be that business, as 
is often charged, has followed the missionary and, in many 
cases, nullifies the Christ the missionary taught, but a 
progressive educational seed has. been planted wherever 
Protestant missionaries have lived and worked. And, edu- 
cation added to religion is the hope of the world today. 


Administration Building, Andhra Christian College, Guntur, India. 


Raising of the funds for construction of 
this building was the first missionary project of The Luther League of America. More than $30,000 was given 
for this purpose. 
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Wheat Ridge Foundation 
Offers Scholarships 
for Graduate Study 


The Wheat Ridge Foundation is offering scholarships 
to Lutheran men and women for graduate study in med- 
ical social work for the academic year 1949-1950. These 
scholarships carry a stipend of $1,000.00 per year plus 
tuition and fees. A like amount will be offered for a sec- 
ond year of study if the recipient has established a satis- 
factory school record during his first year. 

Each applicant shall agree to accept employment for « 
period of two years with the Wheat Ridge Foundation 
upon completion of his social work curriculum. 

The applicant shall agree to use the scholarship in a 
school of social work selected with the approval of the 
Foundation from among the schools offering a full medical 
social work curriculum approved by the American Asso- 
ciation of Medical Social Workers. These are Boston Col- 
lege, Boston University, Bryn Mawr College, Fordham 
University, Howard University, Indiana University, Mc- 
Gill University, Nashville School of Social Work, The New 
York School of Social Work, Simmons College, Tulane 
University, University of California, University of Chicago, 
University of Louisville, University of Minnesota, Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh, University of Southern California, 
University of Washington, Washington University, and 
Western Reserve University. 

In order to become a candidate for a Wheat Ridge 


Foundation scholarship in medical social work the appli- 
cant must: 

1. Agree to the provisions of the scholarship. 

2. Be a member in good standing of a Lutheran 
congregation. c 

3. Possess a sincere understanding of and interest in . 
Christian social work and demonstrate this by a 
letter addressed to the Foundation. - 

‘4. Hold a bachelor’s degree from an accredited col- 
lege or university (or present evidence that he 
will have such a degree by June 30, 1949) and 
have completed the courses required for admis- 
sion to a school of social work offering the full 
curriculum in medical social work approved by 
the American Association of Medical Social 
Workers. 

5. Submit an official transcript of his academic record 
signed by the dean or registrar of the college 
from which he received, or will receive, his 
bachelor’s degree. 

6. Provide a certificate of good health. 

7. Provide a recent photograph. 

The committee will accept applications from students 
who are at present studying in a school of social work 
and who wish to complete their studies in medical social 
work. 

Applications for scholarship must reach the committee 
before April 1, 1949. 

Application blanks may be secured by writing the 
Wheat Ridge Foundation Committee on Scholarships, Val- 
paraiso University, Valparaiso, Indiana. 
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stead, I hope I'll get a chance to study 
some theology, the youth work abroad, 
and some more English so as to make 
me a good youth worker. Would you 
please kindly pray for me? And write 
me if you: like. 


sions, Lutheran in doctrine, in Canton, 
of which one was a member of the Luth- 
eran Church of China, the other two 
had applied for membership but hadn’t 
completed the requirements. After we 
got there, a joint student fellowship was 
organized. In July, a student’s summer 
retreat was held, planned and sponsored 
by the student fellowship itself. Students 
enjoyed it very much as it was the 
first retreat most of them ever attended. 
Who should get credit? God, leading 
students, and workers of the local 
churches who helped them. 

But who got the most benefit from 
this work of ours? I did. I’ve been so 
richly endowed with God’s love, and 
the love of missionaries, Chiriese work- 
ers, and my fellow-students (I still re- 
gard myself as a student instead of a 
worker) whom we met in our traveling. 
Ive gotten so many new but good 
friends. And through them I’ve gotten 
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so much more faith in God and Chris- 
tianity that I am coming more and more 
close to the conclusion that I can spend 
my life most happily in serving our 
young people with God’s Word and 
Love, especially in towns and in the 
country. (By the way, I just got a letter 
from a young lady, which I would like 
to share with you, even though only a 
few sentences of it: “Dear Mr. Tan: 
This is my first letter .. . Wouldn’t you 
be surprised that I have regarded you 
as a friend of mine before you know 
of my name? I heard of you through 
Miss Chiang. I’ve tried several 
times to write to you and ask you to 
tell me something about the Lord’s Word 
so as to help build my future...” Isn’t 
it gladdening to hear that and to get a 
new friend like that?) 

I was a post-graduate student of en- 
gineering a year ago, but I don’t think 
I am going to get my M, A, now, but in- 


Yours in the Lord, 
Peter Tan 


About lelene 


Having completed her term of service 
in the ULC Mission in China, Ielene 
Ufkes, short-term Luther League mis- 
sionary, is now at home in the States. 
She is telling the story of the work of 
our China Mission at every opportunity. 

If you wish to have her speak to your 
Luther League (local or district), Sun- 
day School, or other group, please com- 
municate with Rev. Joseph W. Frease, 
Executive Secretary, Luther League of 
America, 405 Muhlenberg Building, 1228 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. She 
will definitely be available for such ser- 
vice after February 6th and throughout 
March. Entertainment of Ielene and a 
generous offering will be necessary to 
have her come. 
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PLANNING PARENTHOOD 
By MR. AND MRS. ROBERT G. HARTJE, Nashville, Tennessee 


DISCUSSION PATTERN 
WHY? To help young adults look squarely at 
parenthood, and realize its problems as well as 
its attractions, it responsibilities as well as its 
joys, and the urgent need for employing God's 
help as they accept the responsibility. 


HOW? Let couples take the three topics sug- 
gested in the discussion and lead a panel discus- 
sion on each topic. Some extra research should 
be done on each topic, and some helpful books 
can be found by seeing your doctor or pastor. 


® SUGGESTED PROGRAM 
Hymn: “Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” (228 PSH) 
Introduction of the Topic: Planning Parenthood 
Original Prayer by the Leader 
Discussion: 

Mental Preparation (by a couple) 

Physical Planning (by a couple) 

Spiritual Readiness (by a couple) 
Orderly Round Table Discussion of the Three Topics 
Offering 
Hymn: “Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me” (230 PSH, 225 CYH*) 
Social Hour 

(During the Round Table Discussion, some of the sug- 
gested questions could be used to stimulate discussion. ) 


@ DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. What responsibilities are involved in bringing a 
baby into the world? 

2. Why is it good to consult a doctor before the baby 
is born? 

3. Compare the bringing of a child into the world to- 
day with 100 years ago. 

4, Should the expectant father read suggested read- 
ing as well as the expectant mother? Why? 

5. Name some points concerning parenthood that can- 
not be found in books. 

6. How do spiritual planning and “mental planning 
overlap? 

7. Why do parents with higher educational stand- 
ards often have fewer children than those with less school- 
ing? What can you do about this? 

8. Why is the financial standpoint an important fac- 
tor in planning parenthood? 


© Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of the U. L. P. H. 
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- of Civil War days. 


® BOOKS TO HELP 
Wood, Leland F., and Dickinson, Robert L., Harmony 
in Marriage, Round-Table Press, Inc., New York, 1940. 
Spock, Benjamin, The Common Sense Book of Baby 
and Child Care, Duell, Sloan and Pearce, New York, 1946. 
Federal Security Agency, Social Security Administra- 
tion, Infant Care, U. S. Children’s Bureau, Publication 
#8, 1945. 


@ SUGGESTED PROJECT 

Have separate individuals study family life from books, 
or primary sources, if possible: 

1. A family in the Tennessee hills. 

2. <A family in the New York slums. 

3. A military family (West Point). 

4. A strong middle class Christian family. 

Compare these groups. Into which group would a new 
child fit and into which group are the most new children 
actually coming? 

Compare the amount of planning done in each case 
for the arrival of the offspring. 


@ RESOURCE MATERIAL (See pages 2, 3 and 4) 


(Continued from Page 4) 


As soon as this youngster enters your world, your life 
is no longer your own. Now you, father-to-be and mother- 
to-be, are to be patterned after. Are your lives such that 
a young child might follow, and not be led astray? Will 
you direct his young footsteps to Sunday School and 
Church? Will you teach him habits of cleanliness and 
righteous living? Will you dedicate his young soul to 
Christ until he is able to do so for himself? All these 
things are important. Our world at the present is on the 
brink of chaos, and every hand is needed to save it. The 
answer to all the problems of the present crisis lies in 
Christ and His teachings. To hope for any kind of future 
for your child you must rear him on these teachings. 

Don’t be discouraged because your son or daughter 
is being born into a world of chaos. Think of the mother 
Look at the mother in the Middle 
Ages. Look at the Christian mother in Rome not many 
years after Christ’s death. The outlook was just as dismal 
for them, but many of them trusted in Christ, just as we 
must today. God is making it possible for you to have 
this child. Always consult Him, and depend upon His 
aid in raising this creation of His. Live a Christian life 
as an example for your boy or girl to follow and prob- 
lems will solve themselves. 


Twenty-five 


ae 
Eero 
EEE | 
peer 
yyy 6 
— iia 
, =v aw 
—_—____ a4 
._ aw ws 
=~ Ww - 8 
=_=—_ es 
Ty ae 
—— Ww asa 
=—T eS 


February topics were printed in our January 
issue. For your information they are listed here. 
If you need a copy of that issue, please write 
for it, sending 20 cents. 

March topics for young people are given 
herewith. : April topics will appear in our March 
issue, and so on throughout the year. Please 
note this change in publication policy. It is 


MARCH 
Basic Beliefs 
6—The Bible Speaks of God 
Hebrews 1:1-3 
13—Christ the Lord Is Saviour 
John 20:30, 31 


20—What Is Saving Faith? 
Acts 16:30, 31 


27—The Means of Grace 
Romans 10:8-17 


designed to get topics to you earlier. 


FEBRUARY 
Insistent Questions 
6—Why Be Good? 
I John 3:1-3 
13—Does Kindness Always Pay? 
I Corinthians 18 


20—Why Do the Wicked Prosper? 
Psalm 73:1-28 


27—How Can I Know God’s Will? 
I John 2:20-29 


BASIC BELIEFS: (1) THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF GOD 
Hebrews 1:1-3 


By THE REV. BENJAMIN 


@ PREPARATION 


This subject may be developed by using 
the material as given in the topic, having in- 
dividual members present the development of 
the conception of God as found in the Bible. 

An alternate form of presenting the subject 
would be to consider how Jesus Christ spoke 
of God, following the outline as given below 
and filling it out with the aid of a cross-refer- 
ence Bible. 

To most people today, Jesus Christ is the 
best way of knowing God, and apart from 
Christ there is no way of knowing Him. This 
would indicate that the whole Bible—from 
Genesis to Revelation—is focused on Jesus 
Christ. The Old Testament is prophetic, to be 
sure in a very broad meaning of the word, of 
Christ’s coming into the world and this thought 
helps us to understand the purposes of God. 
And the books of the New Testament are an 
interpretation of Christ’s life as a revelation of 
God. 

There was never an attempt on the part of 
Christ to prove the existence of God. He spoke 
to God directly, calling Him “Father.” He 
taught His disciples to speak in the same way. 
Thus he instilled both by precept and example 
confidence and trust in God’s love and good- 
ness to men. 

Jesus exemplified this by His own life. His 
mission was to reveal God’s purposes, and 
though He was thwarted, in a sense, by man’s 
sin, He did not shrink back from His task. 
This led Him to the cross, but thereby He 
revealed God’s love for mankind and His 
death acquired a deeper significance than the 
death of any martyr. 

In fact, those who became Christ’s follow- 
ers saw His death a means to reconcile sinful 
man to God for the supreme proof of God’s 
love was the cross and His death upon it. It 
became the very heart and center of the 
Gospel. And the messengers of the Gospel— 
men like St. Paul—pointed to the cross and 
said that here was an evidence that God spared 
not Himself but by the sacrifice of His Son 
taught them to love and serve one another, 

In seeking, then to know God in this Way, 
the believer penetrates immediately to the very 
fundamental fact that God can best be known 
through Jesus Christ who is the only begotten 
of the Father and with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit is to be worshipped and adored. 
Every phase of this basic belief about God is 
understood as Christ taught men to know Him, 
a loving, all-wise, all-merciful God who is 
more willing to hear than we to pray, to grant 
than we to ask. And He is no respecter of 
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persons, but will accept even the rebellious who 
come to Him through repentance and faith, 
even in the Spirit and. for the sake of Jesus 
Christ. 


@ SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
Hymn. “O Worship the King” 
(245 PSH; 85 CYH*) 

Call to Worship 

The heavens declare the glory of God: and 
the firmament showeth his handiwork. 

Day unto day uttereth speech; and night 
unto night showeth knowledge. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holi- 
ness: fear before him, all the earth. 
God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him 

must worship Him in spirit and in truth. 

Gloria Patri (Sung or said) 

Prayer: The Collect for Purity (“Almighty 
God, unto whom all hearts are open” etc.) 
(No. 30, page 28, PSH) 

The Lessons: 

St. Matthew 5:438-48 
St. John 1:1-14 
Acts 17:16-81 
Hebrews 1:1-12 

Hymns: 

“Beautiful Saviour” (184 PSH; 82 CYH*) 
“Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” 
(223 PSH; 215 CYH*?) 

The Topic and Discussion 

Offering and Announcements 

A Prayer of General Thanksgiving (Prayed in 
Unison) (Collect No. 53, page 32) 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The New Testament Benediction 

Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy” 

(108 PSH; 51 CYH*) 

7 May be used responsively 


* Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
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@ THE TOPIC 

The resource article to accompany this 
topic will be found on pages 8 and 9, 
This topic is the first in a brief but im- 
portant series of studies on the content 
of our faith suggested for use in Lent. 

Questions useful in getting your dis- 
cussion moving along will also be found 
with the article referred to above. 

Arrange to have the Bible readings 
used at the meeting. They are especially 
appropriate for such use this time. 


@ LET THE BIBLE SPEAK 


Genesis 1:1. The Bible begins with a great 
affirmation of belief. “In the beginning .. . 
God!”’ Through Him all things came into being 
and we are dependent upon Him. He is the 
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 
end. We are created by Him. Our life ought 
to turn to Him as the flower tums to the sun. 
Our sunset and the end of our days see us 
return to Him. 


Psalm 8:1-4. The Psalm has a high regard for 
man because he has an exalted conception of 
God. Man belongs to God’s creation, he has 
his place in it because God has placed him 
there and he ought ever to be conscious of 
that place. 


Hebrews 11:6. This might be called the para- 
dox of coming to God. He that comes to God 
must first believe that He exists. That is the 
basis for that strange but true statement of the 
French: “We would not have sought God if we 
had not already found Him.” 


John 1:1. Christianity possesses a revelation 
of God that others have dimly felt but never 
really understood. There are relationships in the 
Divine Being. The eternal Word is from the 
beginning with God. In the fulness of time, 
the Word tabernacled or tented among us. 
After Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was sent to be 
man’s Comforter and Guide. 


II Corinthians 13:14. It is a pity that many 
clergymen in using this passage for a benedic- 
tion want to improve upon the terse words of 
the Apostle. This they do by adding words 
which seem like carrying coals to Newcastle. 
Read the words carefully and try to explain 
just what they mean. Here St. Paul states 
what he had experienced—it is perhaps the 
earliest belief concerning the Trinity as written 
down by a first century Christian. 


Galatians 4:4. The coming of Jesus Christ into 
the world was not a chance happening. It 
came in the fulness of God’s own time when 
the world was ripe for His coming. The pur- 
pose of His coming is also stated in these 
words. Often people think about the coming 
of Christ but seldom about His purpose. 


Romans 8:4. Christians are never alone. The 
Spirit in their hearts bears witness with their 
spirits that they are God’s children. That gives 
them courage and comfort and wisdom for 
the daily task. God is not far away, remote 
from our daily needs. Through Word and Sac- 
rament, His Spirit comes to us begetting us 


anew and being Friend and Companion until 
life’s end. 
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BASIC BELIEFS: (2) CHRIST THE LORD IS SAVIOUR 
John 20:30, 31 
By THE REV. JOHN W. COBB, Bethlehem, Penna. 


@ PREPARATION 


This topic has been prepared by using a play 
on the words contained in the title itself. Read 
these words in as many different ways as pos- 
sible for an illustration of what is meant. When 
that is done, the emphasis will pass from word 
to word in the sentence. These ideas develop 
into the fundamental conception of Christianity 
as held by Lutherans. They are so basic that 
they dare not be compromised. We believe 
that they are of the very essence of the Gospel. 

To each part of the topic may be added 
additional testimony to the truth of the scrip- 
tures. Assign this in advance so that it may 
- actually become a part of the discussion. In 
like manner, the testimony of the Lutheran 
Confessions—the doctrinal documents of the 
Lutheran Church—should be sought and as- 
sembled. The pastor will doubtless be quite 
willing to help in doing just this. 


@ PROGRAM 


* Invocation: 


Let us pray— 
For guidance into all truth 
For steadfastness in the faith 
For vision in the kingdom enterprise 
Hymn: ““My Hope, My All, My Saviour, Thou” 
(266 PSH) 
Responsive Reading: Psalm 27 (Pg. 35, PSH) 
Gloria Patri (Sung or said) 
The Lesson: John 20:80, 31 
Hymn: “O Saviour, Precious Saviour” 
(269 PSH; 186 CYH*) 
Presentation of Topic: 
Material here given, section by section 
Reading of scripture proof texts 
Citations from the Confessions of the Church 
Questions for Discussion 
The Offering 
Prayers (Collects, to be chosen, or free prayers ) 
Hymn: “Saviour Blessed Saviour” 
(190 PSH; 25 CYH*) 
Benediction 


® Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
theU..L, Pb. i. 


@ WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

What is Christianity? 

Why is the doctrine of Christ’s Saviourhood 
central? 

What emphasis does it receive in Lutheran- 
ism? 

Why is this doctrine a source of offense to 
some? 

Do all Christian churches explain the Saviour- 
hood of Christ in the same way? Note some 
of the differences among them. 

Did Luther’s doctrine differ from that of 
the ancient Church? 

Is there anything distinctive about the Lu- 
theran dictrine on the Saviourhood of Christ? 


@ THE TOPIC 

Purpose: To study this central doc- 
trine of the Christian religion and to 
apply it to our own religious experience. 

The basic belief stated in the topic 
“Christ the Lord is Saviour” is the cen- 
tral doctrine of Lutheran protestantism. 
The term “soteriology”, meaning “the- 
ology dealing with salvation as effected 
by Jesus Christ”, is scarcely known by 
the average church-goer. Yet fruitage 
from the study of this idea in theology 
is at the heart of personal religion. 
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In the early days of persecuted Chris- 
tianity the symbol of a fish began to 
appear among symbols having a secret 
meaning for the Christian. It was the 
symbol for our Lord and was derived 
form an acrostic in the Greek Language 
which said “Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Saviour”. The symbol had real meaning 
for them. Who knows the strength to 
be derived from the breathing of the 
single word “Saviour”. 

It is around the idea of the Saviour- 
hood of Jesus that many doctrinal battles 
have been fought, and even now our 
church is constantly challenged to a com- 
promise in its teachings concerning the 
centrality of salvation for its life. One 
cannot understand the meaning of bap- 
tism without touching upon this subject. 
Neither can one properly interpret the 
Lord’s Supper without including Jesus 
Christ the Lord as Saviour. 


Christ the Lord Is “Saviour” 

Jesus presented himself to men in that 
role. “For the Son of man is come to 
seek and to save that which was lost”. 
Luke 19:10 (see also the parables of the 
lost coin, lost sheep, and the lost son). 
He interpreted prophecy concerning him- 
self to include this role of “Saviour”. 

Men have come to look upon Christ 
in many different lights. Today very 
few deny the historical fact of Jesus’ 
existence. They see Him as teacher, as 
sage, as prophet. But the stumbling- 
block comes when they try to think of 
Him as Saviour. 

Very early in God’s revelation of Him- 
self to man the idea of salvation was 
introduced (Genesis 3:15) and traces of 
this hope are seen throughout the record 
that is the Old Testament. Sometimes 
the hope of salvation was strong and was 
understood with clear spiritual vision. 
At other times it was faint and badly 
confused as to its meaning. Much of the 
time during this period of preparation 
salvation was thought of as salvation 
from earthly ills or from enemies of the 
nation or tribe. Sometimes it was salva- 
tion from poverty or sickness. Many 
times salvation was set in a nationalistic 
picture and it was the Hebrew nation 
that was to be delivered. Some few 
caught a spiritual insight and somehow 
came to an understanding of salvation 


as comprising deliverance from the guilt ; 


and power of sin. Especially is this true 
of those who were able to see in terrible 


contrast the holiness of God and the 
sinfulness of man. To them salvation was 
primarily spiritual and developed into 
the idea that salvation was primarily 
from sin (Matthew 1:21) 

In the New Testament the Saviour- 
hood of Jesus is bound up with His 
entire ministry, both life and death. One 
cannot segment His life and say of any 
particular part, “This is why Jesus lived 
on earth”. Rather His entire life and 
work is to be viewed as “salutary”. 

In any study of Jesus as Saviour sey- 
eral ideas concerning the meaning of sal- 
vation must be reviewed. These ideas 
represent the views of the church 
through the ages. They have been given 
varying degrees of emphasis, depending 
upon the relationship of the question of 
Saviourhood to the entire system of doc- 
trine which was being formulated, or 
to the heresy that was being dealt with. 
These are some of the sound conclusions 
concerning the salvation Christ wrought: 

1. He frees us from death and sins. 

2. The guilt, power and presence of 
sin are broken by His death. 

8. He restores to real God-likeness; 
a restoration of the Father-son relation- 
ship. : 

4, He removes the corruption 
wrought by sin. 

5. He is the Giver of divine life. 

6. He is the transformer of character. 
Our lives are renewed with holiness and 
righteousness. 

7. He reconciles God to man and 
man to God. 

Read Matthew 20:28; I John 4:10; 
I Timothy 1:15; Hebrews 2:14-19; 
I Peter 1:3-10. 


Christ the Lord Is the ONLY Saviour 
Jesus Christ, the Lord, as Saviour 
claims our undivided allegiance. With 
Him there is no room for divided spiri- 
tual loyalty. He is the only Saviour. “He 
that is not with me is against me’. In 
the kingdom there must always, sooner 
or later, be a decision about ultimate 
loyalty. It is perhaps at this point that 
we fail most miserably to measure up to 
the obligations connected with our tak- 
ing of the name “Christian”. It is our 
weakness to give Jesus the Lord lip serv- 
ice as our Saviour and then to depart 
upon an endless variety of other ways 
seeking a salvation we ourselves have 
imagined. It is so easy to divide our loy- 
alty. The truth of Peter’s early sermon 
in Acts 4:12 “neither is there salvation 
in any other” is worthy of our thought 
today as ther. Make a mental list of 
those you know who are seeking a type 
of salvation apart from this loyalty. Ask 
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the same question of yourself. The New 
Testament makes Jesus the exclusive 
“author of eternal salvation”—the “Lord 
of all”, to Whom we owe allegiance, 
honor, glory, praise. He is Lord of the 
kingdom of grace and invites us to enter. 
To Him has been committed all author- 
ity in the kingdom, both in heaven and 
on earth. He is truly Lord of all. Read 
John 18:18; Acts 2:86. 


Christ the Lord Is Now Saviour 

The only dynamic of religion in any 
of its forms is to be found in this truth 
—that Jesus Christ is a living, empower- 
ing, willing personality. This is the sense 
of Luther’s explanation to the second 
article of the Apostle’s Creed: “I be- 
lieve that Jesus Christ, true God, begot- 
ten. of the Father from eternity, and 
also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, 


is my Lord .. . In order that I might 
live under Him in His kingdom and 
serve Him in everlasting righteousness, 
innocence and blessedness . . .” Luther 
was conscious of the Living Christ. He 
reflects the promises made by Christ 
before He left the earth in the Ascen- 
sion that He would be present in the 
world and His church. 


This truth is at the heart of St. Paul’s 
understanding of Christ when he says 
“Christ in you the hope of glory” Col- 
ossians 1:27. This is reality in religion— 
that Christ is even now Saviour. Life in 
the kingdom under Christ has already 
begun. We live by Him. It is a daily 
relationship of life. We hang on to Him, 


and just as the vine continues to send. 


up life-giving sap for the sustenance of 
the branches, so does Christ impart life 
to us. 


BASIC BELIEFS: (3) WHAT IS SAVING FAITH? 
Acts 16:30, 31 
By THE REV. DONALD W. PRIGGE, Syracuse, New York 


@ METHOD SUGGESTIONS - 


It is a curious fact, proven by experience, 
that often we do not know what we believe 
until someone asks us to write a statement 
about it or to make a presentation concerning 
it. This is particularly true where our thinking 
about personal faith is involved. One college 
student exclaimed with surprise: “It’s amazing 
how having to bring your thoughts together 
in concise form helps to clarify your thinking”. 
His experience is not unusual. Therefore, I 
would suggest a panel discussion as an effective 
method for dealing with this subject. The 
panel might include three speakers and a moder- 
ator whose function would be to sum up the 
significant points and to promote free discussion 
among the group listening. 

Possible themes for the panel members are: 
“What Faith Means To Me”; “Do We Really 
Need Faith?”; “Faith—An Integrating Force 
In Life’; “What Jesus Said About Faith”; and 
“How Do We Get A Saving Faith?”’. 

Encourage participation from everyone. Help 
them to see that their convictions about faith 
stand at the very core of life itself. 


@ PROGRAM 


The Hymn: “Faith of Our~ Fathers, 
Still” (189 PSH; 212 CYH*) 

The Invocation: Enter our hearts Lord Jesus 
and draw us close to Thee. Bless us and 
guide us as we seek to know Thee better. 
Amen. 

The Psalm: No. 27 (to be read in unison ) 

The Lesson: Hebrews 11:1-6; 12:1-2 

The Prayer: Our Heavenly Father, we come to 
Thee in these quiet moments with thankful 
hearts. We are so very grateful for life, 
friends, fellowship, and fun. For all the rich 
opportunities which are afforded us day by 
day and for the abiding presence of Christ 
ever with us we are indebted to Thee our 
God. Help us in this prayer to share the 
thoughts that we truly feel about our faith 
and its meaning for our lives. Grant unto us 
a vision of the world which Jesus saw, one 
of brotherhood and peace. Tie us together 
with that great common bond which unites 
true Christians everywhere, the faith of Jesus 
Christ. 

The Hymn: “O For 
Shrink” (266 CSB) 


Living 


a Faith That Will Not 
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The Panel Discussion 

The Offering 

The Prayer Circle: The group forms a circle 
and joins hands. The leader begins with— 
“we dedicate our lives anew to the great 
cause of Christianity. We promise to be more 
faithful. Hear now, O God, our individual 
prayers”. Sentence prayers by the members 
of the group follow. : 

The Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up To Thee” 

(211 PSH; 400 CYH*) 
The Benediction 


* Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
the USL. Pi 


@ THE TOPIC 
Brother, Are You Saved? 
“Brother, are you saved?” Several 


years ago this phrase had become a 
somewhat humorous one for many peo- 
ple. It was a stock question, some said, 
employed by the so-called religious fan- 
atics or soap-box preachers. Generally 
speaking, the query was good for a 
laugh, especially among college students 
and young people’s groups. If someone 
wished to chide the minister, he might 
be heard to quip: “Are you saving any 
souls these days?” Listen to it again. 
“Brother, are you saved?—funny isn’t 
it—or is itP Such a slogan doesn’t belong 
to an enlightened religious mind, you 
say—or does itP Let us cast aside now 
all of our stereotyped notions as to the 
relevancy of the evangelist’s “punch- 
line” and think anew about this business 
of salvation through faith. 


Saving Faith—A Believing Faith 
You see, one can never separate salva- 
tion and meaningful Christianity. They 


go together. Have you noticed the em- 
phasis which your Church places upon 


’ the faith of a believing heart? Read 


these words. from the Book of Acts 
which support the doctrine of your 
Church, “Then he called for a light, and 
sprang in, and came trembling, and fell 
down before Paul and Silas, and brought 
them out, and said, Sirs, what must I 
do to be saved? And they said, Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved, and thy house”. 

Every Sunday morning during the 
Service we unite our hearts in the 
Apostles’ Creed. Say it over to yourself 


' I believe in God the Father Almighty 


—I believe in Jesus Christ His only Son, 
our Lord—I believe in the Holy Ghost— 
I believe in the Forgiveness of sins—I 
believe in the Life everlasting. Our faith 
is crowned by belief that is ‘sincere and 
true. Paul scored a direct hit when he © 
leveled this question at his Galatian 
friends who were being confused by the 
“Jaw’—“I simply want to ask you one 
thing: did you receive the Spirit by do- 
ing what the law commands or by be- 
lieving the gospel message?” (Moffatt’s 
translation) There was only one answer 
—by. believing. A saving faith therefore 
is one that proclaims in firm and glorious 
tones these convictions: God is my Fa- 
ther; He created me; I believe in God. 
Christ lives; He is my Lord; He is my 
Way, my Truth, and my Life. 


Saving Faith—A Transforming Faith 

Faith is for a purpose. It should trans- 
form our lives. “Therefore if any man be 
in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new.” This is the 
stirring and thrilling fact about the gos- 
pel of the Master. It finds its way into 
the inner recesses of our hearts and takes 
hold of our lives. It picks us up; it 
drives us forward; it shouts that God in 
His greatness can use all of us no mat- 
ter who we are or where we may be. 
If God ever asks you what you did with 
your life what will you say? Your faith, 
thrust into action by the relentless call 
of Jesus tells you what to do with your 
life—serve God and serve your fellow 
men. There is no higher calling. 

Faith is the guide for our journey 
through life. No one walks alone if he 
knows that beside him fights the Valiant 
One. Many of us try to live our Chris- 
tianity at the least possible cost to our- 
selves and our goal becomes the mimi- 
mum rather than the maximum. Laws 
and standards are necessary, but faith 
takes us beyond and above them. Once 
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again the Apostle Paul provides a splen- 
did insight when he insists that “had 
there been any law which had the power 
of producing life, righteousness would 
really have been due to law” (Moffatt’s 
translation). But the good life is not the 
result of law, it is the product of a heart 
motivated by love for Christ and _ his 
people. Here it is—in Christianity we live 
the good and useful life because we 
want to, not because we have to. Our 
faith actually becomes, in a sense, our 
philosophy and the pattern for our char- 
acter. It transforms our approach to 
_ things, and enables us to appreciate 
these words of Elizabeth F. Townsend. 


Once where a prophet in the palm 
shade basked 

A traveler chanced at noon to rest his 
mules, 
“What sort of people may there be,” 
he asked, 
“In this proud city on the plain o’er 
spread?” 

“Well, friend, what sort from whence 
you came?” 

“What sort?”—the packman scowled, 
—“why knaves and fools!” 

“You'll find the people here the same,” 
the wise man said. 


Another stranger in the dusk drew 
near 

And pausing cried, “What sort of peo- 
ple here 

In your bright city where yon towers 
arise?” 

“Well, friend, what sort of people 
whence you came?” 

“What sort?”—the packman smiled— 
“Why good, true, and wise.” 

“You'll find the people here the same,” 
the wise man said. 


We see now that there is a positive 
side of salvation through faith, a salva- 
tion for something, a salvation for the 
creative life. A saving faith, then, is one 
that transforms the individual until he 
can say with understanding, “the life 
that I now live I live by the faith of 
the Son of God who loved me and gave 
himself for me.” 


Saving Faith—A Triumphant Faith 

Jesus talked about a victory over the 
world, a victory which left God supreme. 
Sometimes we have a confident faith 
when everything is going well. We are 
like Job who was a good man,-a reli- 
gious man, and for whom things were 
“perkin’ right along” with the future 
looking bright. Then it happened—life 
dealt him a terrible series of blows. All 
his possessions were taken and, in addi- 
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tion, Job was afflicted with leprosy. For 
awhile his faith stood the test, but finally 
it became shattered. He wanted to die; 
“Why is light given to the wretched and 
life to the bitter in spirit”, he asked. 
How often is a scene like unto this re- 
enacted in the lives of people whom we 
know? “Why did my little child die?” 
“Why must I suffer?’ “Why does God 
do this to me?”—These are some of the 
questions we hear and say. God an- 
swered Job in this manner: “Where 
were you when I laid the foundations 
of the earthP—have you ever commanded 
the morning?” We must think not only 
about ourselves, but about God and real- 
ize that this is our Father's world and 


‘not our own. The important question is 


not “why does this happen”; rather it is 
“how do I take it when it happens’. 


Don’t you see it? The glory of the 
Christian faith is that we can triumph 
over adversity and disillusionment. When 
youre down you can get up again.— 
When the odds are all against you, you 
can win.—When no one else seems to 
care, God cares. Ah, believe in this God 
and His Son! 


None of us are perfect. We err, we 
sin, we fail in the sight of God. The 
forgiving Christ offers us a second 
chance. “I came not to call the righteous 
but sinners to repentance.” Only God 
can understand our sorrows, our failures, 
and our shortcomings. Only Christ can 
look into the heart of a sinner, and see 
the potentialities there, too. He can 
make your life greater; He can lift your 
hopes; He can broaden your vision. Oh, 
have faith in Him. What a difference 
Jesus can make in us, if we take Him 
at His Word. Paul says in effect, “Be- 
fore you were darkness, now you are 
light; before you were sinful, now you 
are clean; before you were against God, 
now you are with Him. Now be what 
you are.” 


Our faith triumphs over the pain and 
heartaches of our existence and over 
wrongdoing on our part. It triumphs also 
over death. Look—see the Christ on the 
Cross. Hear Him proclaim, “If I be lifted 
up from the earth, I will draw all men 
unto me.” He gave His life so that we 
might live, now and forever. When we 
are young, death doesn’t concern us very 
much. It seems remote and quite unreal. 
But all of us must face it one day. The 
faith we nourish now is the faith that 
will bring us salvation after our earthly 
life has ended. If death is to be the 
gateway to life, Christ must open the 
gate. A saving faith is one which tri- 
umphs over the temptations of life and 


the fear of death. 

Do not “sell short” your faith. It is 
God’s treasure freely given to you. Hold 
it high for all the world to see. Believe 
in it, practice it, win with it and-your 
life will be a credit to God. Laid up for 
you will be a crown of righteousness 
which the Lord will bestow upon you 
in that day. 


@ THOUGHT PROVOKERS 

Can a person do good works without 
faith? 

Can an individual have faith and still 
not perform good deeds? 

How do we know when we have at- 
tained a saving faith? 

Does true faith always involve moun- 
tain-top experiences? 

Is there any effective substitute for 
religious faith? 

Does the average Christian live by 
his faithP—do you? 

Is it possible for us to lose our faith? 
—how?P 


Mention one experience in which your 
faith played an important role. 


@ POEM 
FAITH 

What if I say— 
“The Bible is God’s Holy Word, 
Complete, inspired, without a flaw”— 
But let its pages stay 
Unread from day to day, 

- And fail to learn therefrom God’s Law; 
What if I go not there to seek 
The truth of which I glibly speak, 
For guidance on this earthly way,— 
Does it matter what I say? 


What if I say 

That Jesus Christ is Lord divine; 

Yet fellow-pilgrims can behold 

Naught of the Master’s love in me, 

No grace of kindly sympathy? 

If I am of the Shepherd’s fold, 

Then shall I know the Shepherd’s voice 
And gladly make his way my choice. 
We are saved by faith, yet faith is one 
With life, like daylight and the sun. 
Unless they flower in our deeds, 

Dead, empty husks are all the creeds. 
To call Christ, Lord, but strive not to obey, 
Belies the homage that with words I pay. 


—Maude Frazer Jackson 


@ FROM THE PAGES OF POWER 


Ephesians 2:8-10. Here is the watchword of 
the Reformation—we are saved by our faith. 
How do we get this faith and where does it 
come from? It is the gift of God, given to men 
through Jesus Christ. We are the creation of 
God our Father. If we trust Him and His Son, 
our lives become undergirded with the precious 
faith which inspires our hearts and leads us in 
the paths of the abundant life. 


Matthew 8:5-13. Jesus was always looking for 
men and women who possessed great faith. He 
discovered them many times in unexpected 
situations. In this instance a centurion said 
“speak the word only, and my servant shall 
be healed’. There were no questions, no doubts, 
—just faith. Then Jesus answered “I have not 
found so great faith, no, not in Israel’, The 
soldier had discovered the secret of Christian 
power; he believed that Jesus could do it and 
Jesus did. 
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Romans 1:16, 17. This is the heart of the 
Christian religion. Every mature Christian 
stands firm in Paul’s great conviction that the 
gospel of Christ is the highway to salvation. 
We say we want to be just; well, the just live 
by their faith. The righteous person is guided 
by his beliefs. He travels the road of life on 
the route marked “Christian”. 


II Corinthians 1:24. If you are an average 
young person, you have at one time or another 
probably felt that religion was being forced 
upon you by those who did not understand 
your desires and your needs. Listen to the 
great Apostle as he says, in Moffatt’s translation, 
“Not that we lord it over your faith—no, we 
cooperate for your joy. You have a standing of 
your own in the faith”. You are an individual 
before God and men. But Christianity is a 
sharing fellowship; and those who preach it, 
teach it, and live it, want to share it with you. 
They want you to know its joy. 


II Timothy 4:6-8. Each one of us sooner or 
later reaches the end of the road. When that 
day arrives, will we be able to say that we 
have kept the faith? God has entrusted it to 
us, and those who have carried high the torch 
of faith down through the years are counting 


upon us to succeed them. Life brings many 
experiences which test our faith. We seek a 
crown of righteousness. Keep your faith and 
you will receive the crown. 


I Peter 1:3-9. In this passage an interpreter 
of the Christian faith gives thanks to God for 
the hope of salvation. He sees our existence 
as a trial of our spiritual strength, as a test 
to prove whether our faith is “sterling”. He 
tells us of the importance of our faith now 
and in the future. Faith, too, works toward a 
goal and that goal is the salvation of our 
souls. This promise is eternal. Let us strive 
to receive it. 


Romans 12:1-9. How wonderful is the recog- 
nition of God’s gifts to us. Most of us differ 
in our talents and abilities, but all of us have 
some abilities. The employment of these tal- 
ents is part of the growth of our faith, for 
faith can never be separated from the ongoing 
movement of society. Christianity exhorts us to 
make full and effective use of the potentialities 
which are ours. Whatever you do, do it well. 
Whenever you are, remember your Christian 
teaching. Be a good steward of the manifold 
gifts of God. No service is too humble to be 
great in the sight of Christ. 


BASIC BELIEFS: (4) THE MEANS OF GRACE 
Romans 10:8-17 
By THE REV. HENRY GRADY DAVIS, D.D., Maywood, Illinois 


@ PREPARATION 

The purpose of this topic is to show that 
grace includes everything God wills to give us, 
and that the means of grace, the Word and 
Sacraments, are established by Him as channels, 
containers in which He promises to give us 
His forgiveness, His saving help, His active 
power, and eternal life. It aims to suggest fur- 
ther that the use of these means in faith is so 
basic that without it there is simply no such 
thing as Christian faith. 

The League should plan carefully for a 
period in which the young people will talk to- 
gether informally about these things, but in- 
telligently and on a grown-up level. One team 
could meet beforehand and work out Luther’s 
explanation of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 
in the Small Catechism. One could study the 
New Testament passages on the two Sacra- 
ments, using Stump’s Catechism as a guide. 
Another could work them out in the Large 
Catechism. Another could study the writer’s 
article, “The Use of the Sacraments,” in the 
Lutheran Church Quarterly for April, 19438. 
The pastor could brush up on the means of 
grace in Jacob’s Summary of the Christian 
Faith or Stump’s The Christian Faith. The 
result of all these studies should be brought to 
the meeting. 

Much depends on the leader of this dis- 
cussion. The young people can talk intelligently 
about this if they are rightly led and if no- 
body lectures or preaches. If a trained leader 
or a group member of the Great Books Founda- 
tion is available, he could be asked to lead. 
Some such method should be used in any case, 
and the discussion should hinge around such 
questions as are here suggested. 


@ THE PROGRAM 


Hymn: “Break Thou the Bread of Life” 
(278 PSH; 148 CYH*) 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 51, and Gloria 

Patri (said) 

The Lesson: Romans 10:8-17 

Hymns: “Father of Mercies, in Thy Word” 
(118 PSH; 141 CYH*) 

“Almighty Father, Bless the Word” 

(108 CYH*) 

The Topic: (Presented and discussed ) 

The Offering (Special Music, if any) 

Prayer: 


Leader: God says: “The word of life is 
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near us, on our lips and in our hearts, that 
is, the word of faith which we preach,” 
therefore let us pray: 

Unison: O God, who hast redeemed us 
from death in thy Son Jesus Christ, and in 
thy Holy Spirit hast called us to life by the 
gospel: open our ears, we pray thee, that 
we may hear thy voice in the Word, our eyes 
that we may see Him who is the Way, and 
our hearts that we may trust thee to fulfill 
thy promises, that the unbelief of our time 
may not destroy us, but that we may give 
ourselves to thee and live; who livest and 
reignest, one God, world without end. Amen. 

Leader: God says: “He that believeth and 
is baptized shall be saved,” therefore let 
us pray: 

Unison: Our heavenly Father, who in our 
baptism hast adopted us as heirs of eternal 
life: cleanse and purify thy church, forgive 
our unfaithfulness and our sin, make us al- 
Ways to remember our covenant with thee, 
and by thy grace fulfill in us thy promises, 
that no temptation or discouragement may 
tum us from thee; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord and thy living Spirit, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 

Leader: God says: “This is the record, 
that God has given to us eternal life, and 
this life is in His Son,” therefore let us pray: 

Unison: O Jesus Christ, our Lord and our 
Life, help us to receive with faith the 
sacrament of bread and wine in which thou 
dost nourish us eternally with thyself, as 
thou dost sustain us temporarily with food 
and drink, that we may live in thee and 
thou in us, and that we may pass from 
death to life with thee; who livest and 
reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 
ever one God, world without end. Amen. 

Hymn: “I Love Thy Zion, Lord” (131 PSH; 
152 CYH*) or “Built On the Rock” (150 
CYH#* ) 

Benediction 


* Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
the WU; Lee ee 


@ THE NEW TESTAMENT SPEAKS OF 


GRACE (Revised Standard Version) 


Luke 4:14-22, especially vs. 22. Grace (Greek 
charis) means the “sweetness, loveliness, charm” 
of God revealed in Jesus, which “affords joy 


and delight.” It can be reflected by those in 
whom Christ lives, Ephesians 4:29* 


Luke 2:39-52, especially vs. 40, 52, where 
charis is translated ‘‘favor.”’ Grace means the 
“good-will, loving kindness, favor” of God that 
rested on His Son Jesus. It afterwards rested 
on the disciples, but was not possessed as their 
own, while they witnessed to Christ’s resur- 
rection, Acts 4:38. 


Luke 1:26-81, especially vs. 28, 830, where 
charis is translated “favor.”’ Grace means “the 
kindness of a master towards his inferiors or 
servants, and so especially of God towards 
men.” As God’s protecting and helping favor, 
it rests on those who suffer unjustly for 
Christ’s sake, I Peter 2:18-21, especially 19, 
20, where charis is translated “‘approved” and 
“approval,”’ - 


Romans 1:7. Paul at the beginning and end 
of his letters invokes on his fellow Christians 
the grace of God or of Christ, which includes 
all blessings. Romans 16:20. I Corinthians 1:3, 
16:23. ‘II Corinthians 1:2, 13:14. Galatians 
1:3-5, 6:18. See other New Testament letters. 


Romans 4:1-5, 11-16. Grace means God’s kind- 
ness that gives one what he has not deserved. 
In Romans 11:6 grace is contrasted with works, 
and excludes works. By its nature grace is God’s 
pure gift. Anything eamed, achieved, accom- 
plished, developed by a human being cannot 
be by grace. Its reward could not be God’s 
gift, but would by payment by God of what is 
due, Romans 4:4. 


Romans 3:19-25. Grace means pre-eminently 
the “kindness of God that bestows favor even 
upon the ill-deserving, and grants to sinners 
the pardon of their offenses, and bids them 
accept of eternal salvation through Christ.” It 
is the life, in a state or condition of grace, of 
one in whom God’s grace works, I Corinthians 
15:9-11. 


Romans 6:12-23. Grace means ‘“‘the merciful 
kindness by which God, exerting His holy in- 
fluence upon our souls, turns them to Christ, 
keeps, strengthens, increases them in Christian 
faith, knowledge, affection, and kindles them 
to the exercise of the Christian virtues.” (All 
quotations are from Thayer) 


* These meanings of grace have been summar- 


ized from Thayer’s Greek Lexicon of the 
New Testament, under the word charis. 


@® THE TOPIC 

The Word of God and the two sacra- 
ments, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, 
are called “the means of grace.” They 
are ways and means by which God gives 
His grace personally to me and to every 
believer. As the end in view is greater 
than the means used to gain it, so “the 
grace of God” is greater than the printed 
Scripture, the water of Baptism, and the 
bread and wine. We must know what 
“the grace of God” means, or we cannot 
think intelligently about “the means of 
grace.” Our thought must always begin 
and end with “the grace of God,” or 
we never can think and talk like Chris- 
tians about the Word of God, or Bap- 
tism, or the Lord’s Supper. Some the- 
ologians fail to do it. That is why all 
the Bible Readings are about “the grace 
of God.” 

Nearly all our difficulty in understand- 
ing “the means of grace” comes from 
thinking more about the means than 
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about “the grace of God,” and more 
about the grace than about God. We 
then suppose Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper are something we do, something 
the minister does, something the church 
does. But if Baptism, for example, does 
what we say it does, then it is something 
we, the minister, the church cannot do. 
It is something only God can do. Only 
God can make the Bible His Word; we 
cannot, no matter how hot and bothered 
we get about it; but God can, and does. 
Only God can make Baptism a cleansing 
from sin, a rebirth by the Holy Spirit, 
an adoption into His eternal kingdom; 
but God can, and does. Only God can 
give us in the Supper the eternal life 
that is in His Son; but God can, and 
does. If we forget the grace of God for 
an instant, we have left only a ritual 
ceremony or a magical trick. No wonder 
we get confused if we try to have a 
divine Word and Sacraments without a 
live God—with just a mental picture of 
something we call God! 


The Word of God 

What a wonderful thing a word is! 
It is a means by which one person can 
share his heart’s thought and love and 
understanding with another when a sin- 
cere and true person says, “I give you 
my word for it,’ we can depend on his 
word as much as we can depend on him. 
“His word is as good as his bond.” When 
a true person gives his word, it is a 
pledge of his faithfulness, and it carries 
with it a promise backed up by the 
speaker himself and all that he is and 
has. 


When a Christian speaks of God’s 
Word, he means no less than this. If we 
have God’s word for it, that means we 
can absolutely depend on it, whatever 
it is, as much as we can depend on God 
himself. God’s simplest word is a prom- 
ise that neither the world nor hell, 
neither men nor devils, can defeat or 
cause Him to break. God’s Word, in 
this sense, is itself the all-inclusive means 
by which He gives His grace to us, 
which is ours when we receive it in 
faith. There is never any uncertainty 
about the grace. The only uncertainty 
is about our receiving it in faith. 

A Christian believes he has God's 
Word for it that he is forgiven and set 
free by Christ from the otherwise ines- 
capable and deadly consequences of his 
sin, that God will help him be Christ’s 
and “live under Him in His kingdom” 
now and forever, though he does not 
deserve such a life. What Jesus said to 
the Father, “I have given, them Thy 
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word,” must be understood as meaning 
we have God’s word for all that Christ 
promises us. 


Baptism 2 

This makes our belief in baptism very 
simple. God gives us His Word for it 
that “whosoever believeth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved.” This is His word 
and His promise, attached to baptism. 
It is His word and promise, and nothing 
else, that make it a sacrament. Apart 
from that promise baptism is just water. 
The use of water is part of Christ’s com- 
mandment to go and baptize. The water 
is “comprehended” (included) in God’s 
command. The water is “connected 
with” (joined to) God’s word and pro- 
mise that He acts through baptism to 
make us His own. 

But we must not think God’s action 
is confined to the moment of baptism. 
Whatever happens in that moment, like 
our being forgiven and reborn, the prom- 
ise is fulfilled only in the whole life of 
the Christian in time and eternity. It is 
not enough to say, “I was baptized.” We 
must say, “I am baptized.” The promise 
is fulfilled in the death of the old self 
“by daily sorrow and repentance,” and 
the rising of the new self who will “live 
in the presence of God in righteousness 
and purity forever.” 


The Lord’s Supper 

Our belief in the Lord’s Supper is just 
as simple. The Christian believes he has 
God’s word for it that Christ’s body and 
blood were given and shed that he might 
live, and that in the Supper God gives 
him this real Christ and the life that is 
in Him. This is a mystery because it is 
God’s action. It is a part of the mystery 
by which every Christian in the church, 
and the church itself, lives in Christ and 
as the body of Christ, “who loved me 
and gave himself for me.” To eat this 
bread and drink this wine is a part of 
Christ’s body and blood is God’s promise. 
It is a real sacrament only because God 
gives us His word for it. We should not 
only say, “I took communion.” We 
should say, “I am in the communion of 
the church.” 


Means of Grace 
We should not think that God uses 
these special means of grace because He 
has to use them, because He couldn't 
give us His grace without them. We 
should understand that He uses these 


- simple physical things not for His con- 


venience but for our sake who find it so 
hard to trust Him, as Jesus showed His 


pierced hands to Thomas, that we may 
“be not faithless but believing.” Nor do 
we dare to say that God will not or can- 
not .work without them. But we can be 
sure He does work in them, for we have 
His word for it. 

We believe there are only two sacra- 
ments, because we believe there is no 
other New Testament ceremony which 
Christ commanded, in which physical 
elements are used, and to the use of 
which God has attached the promise of 
His grace. 


@ THOUGHT STARTERS 

What is the grace of God? 

What, if anything, does God promise 
us in the Sacraments that He does not 
promise in the Word? 

Can a true Christian do without Sacra- 
ments? Why or why not? 

What benefit are Sacraments to us in 
addition to the Word? 

Is it strange that there should be 
“means” in the spiritual realm? 

Does the Lutheran Church lay too 
much emphasis on “the means of grace’? 
(Remember, in confirmation we prom- 
ised “to be faithful in the use of the 
means of grace.’’) 

Do those who come regularly to the 
Holy Communion and are careless about 
their church attendance at other times 
have the right understanding and appre- 
ciation of our teaching’ on “the means 
of grace’? 


Cupid Capers 
(Continued from Page 13) 


that it may not be read and passed to 
the next person. After all the pictures 
have made the rounds, the hostess should 
describe the picture and read the list 
of titles on the paper, then call on the 
artist for the real title. This may prove 
to be a very amusing game. 


Refreshments 
Serve heart-shaped sandwiches 
cookies with punch or hot chocolate. 


and 


A Take Home Thought 

If it seems desirable, tell the story of 
the writing of George Matheson’s hymn, 
“Q Love, That Wilt Not Let Me Go.” 
This will give a more serious touch to 
the subject of human love and point the 
lesson of loyalty to one’s beloved. Then 
the singing of the hymn could appro- 
priately close the and _ send 
party-goers home with a serious thought. 


meeting 
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Bible Cross-Word 


Puzzle Solution 
(See Page 12) 
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The Swap Shop 


(Continued from Page 10) 


Worker's Handbook (25¢) . . . being a treatise on In- 
termediate work written for their adult leaders contain- 
ing information about Intermediates as people and about 
their place in the Luther League—not to mention refer- 
ence material and myriads of suggestions about activi- 
ties, etc. 


There are a few other pieces of literature, but aside 
from the Review and the Quarterlies, those are the im- 
portant ones. 


Now for a piece of chocolate cake and some quiet con- 
versation. More about League Locals next month! 


BOOK-OF-THE- MONTH CLUB 


SELECTIONS FOR FEBRUARY 


The Book-of-the-Month Club is being continued by the 
Luther League of America as a means of suggesting some 
worth-while reading for its members. The selections are made 
by the staff and members of the Education Committee. They 
may be purchased at any book store. There is no discount 
offered by our Publication House as in previous years. 


For Young People 
THE BIG FISHERMAN 
By Lloyd C. Douglas 
581 pages $3.75 
Dr. Douglas writes a novel concerning the story of Simon 
Peter’s relation to Jesus Christ. Into this great friendship is 


woven the account of the feud between the Arabians and the 
Jews. 


Houghton Mifflin Co. 


For Seniors 
BARABBAS 


By Emery Bekessy 
Prentice-Hall $2.75 


The Gospels have little to say about the reasons why the 
crowd should choose him in preference to Jesus of Nazareth 
as the two of them stood on the courthouse steps at the mercy 
of Pilate. 


For Junior Hi—Intermediates 


TO THEE WE SING % 
By Catherine and Frank Herzel 
Muhlenberg Press $2.00 


Here is something very different in 
the field of the sory of church hym- 
nody. The exciting story is told in a 
very human way. It is especially rec- 
ommended for Junior Hi people who 
like to read, but it is certain to be of 
interest to every person who likes to 
read. A taste for church hymnody is 
likely to be developed in readers who 
had hitherto known nothing of it. 
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SUSQUEHANNA UNIVERSITY 


(Co-educational ) SELINSGROVE,. PA. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


An Accredited College Stressing 
Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S., and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write Russell Galt, Ph.D., Dean 


Kiel: College 


Founded 1842 Co-Educational 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 


Four-year accredited college of the Lutheran Synod of 
Virginia. 

A.B. and B.S. degrees in the liberal arts and sciences. 
Pre-professional offerings in the major fields. Business 
Administration. 

New admissions in February, June, and September. 
CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 


Presents regularly the All- 
Lutheran topics series aug- 
mented for our use. 


© Especially suited to the interest 
of high schoolers. 


Price 75 cents 


Order from 


Luther League of America 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


“A Good College for Young Men and Women” 


= 


Owned and controlled by the South Caro- 
lina, Georgia-Alabama and Florida Synods 


Academically Accredited Educationally Efficient 
Spiritually Sound 


For catalogue write: JAMES C. KINARD, President 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Sean) Gua THIEL COLLEGE 


Devoted to Education GREENVILLE, PA. 
has brought to Wittenberg nationwide recognition as a one 
strong liberal arts college. True to its Christian heritage, A Christian College 


Wittenberg develops the well-rounded student—intellect- . 6 
ually, spiritually, physically, socially. of Liberal Arts and Sciences 


Write for the Catalog and View Book 


Co-educational Fully Accredited 
WITTENBERG COLLEGE For information write to 
Dean Herbert G. Gebert President William F. Zimmerman 
Founded in 1845 Springfield, Ohio An Institution of the Pittshurgh Synod 


@ Only Lutheran Intermediate 


WATERLOO COREEGE topics series in U. S. A. 


Affiliated with the University of Western Ontario @ Written by those who know 
WATERLOO, ONTARIO early teen-agers. 
The only Senior Arts College of the Lutheran Church in Canada. @ Specially edited for their use. 
Co-educational courses leading to the B.A. Degree. : 
Men’s and Women’s Residences on the Campus. Price 75 cents 


Moderate Tuition Fees and Cost of Living. Onn 
For further information apply to: : 
am ca Luther League of America 
H. T. Lenmann, B.A., Tu.D., President Pinledolpia7Pe 


Christian Training Grounds 
THE HOME—THE CHURCH—THE SCHOOL 


Gettysburg College 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Fully Accredited Coeducational 


A Liberal Arts College Dedicated to the Building 
of Christian Character 


ER GN OLD rrehion MIDLAND GOLEEGE 


Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 62nd Year FREMONT, NEBRASKA 
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APKINS 


to be used for entertaining, suppers, weddings, picnics, fellowship hours and 
receptions. Luther League Emblem in one corner of folded napkin as described 


and priced below. 


NUMBER il WHITE EMBOSSED DESIGN NAPKIN, size 134” x 13", 
straight edges, folded in quarter size, Emblem printed in 
plain blue ink. 


NUMBER yD LUNCHEON NAPKIN, size 13” x 18” with scalloped 
edges, folded in quarter size, Emblem hot-stamped in 
brilliant gold on any of the following colors of plain crepe 
material: White, pink, yellow, light blue or light green (can 
be ordered all of one color or in assorted colors). 


Per-504- 23 eee $1.66 
Per) 00S 33s $2.45 


NUMBER 3 TEA NAPKIN, size 9” x 9” with scalloped edges, same 


colors and gold stamping as described in Number 2 Lun- 
cheon Napkins. 


Pére S04. Se eee $1.50 
Per, 100 "3.30 eee $2.35 


Prices are postpaid. Remittance in full 
should accompany the order. 


SPECIAL MONOGRAMS hot-stamped in gold on special order can be 


supplied. Prices quoted on receipt of information as to copy and style 


desired. Can be used for gift purposes, special anniversaries, etc. 
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